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Objective: Protecting Environment and encouraging Ecofriendly practice of
Ganesh Festival Celebration and to bring it to the notice of students, the water
pollution caused by Ganesh Festival Celebration

It has been found that Plaster of Paris is used as a major material to mould
the Ganesh idol which contains harmful chemicals such as magnesium, gypsum,
sulphur, and phosphorus. The colours which are used to paint the idols also contain
harmful chemicals and the decoration material made of thermocol and plastic is not
biodegradable. The immersion of these idols into the water Kills the aquatic plants
and animals. Even the water bodies like ponds and rivers which are source of
potable water get contaminated resulting into health issues. Therefore it is must to
find out an alternative way to celebrate the festival and keep the environment safe.

We need to adopt is of preparing the idols from clay and for painting organic
colours should be used. Biodegradable material like Wood, cloth and paper can be
used for decoration. The method of preparing Ganesh idol from clay was
demonstrated to the students. Later students also tried their hand preparing the idol
from clay. Problems Encountered: The participant students were unable to mould

attractive idols from clay. Some of the students opined that the charm of the
festival celebration will be lost if simple idols made from clay are installed.
Evidence of Success: All the participant students decided to celebrate the Ganesh
festival with the idol made of clay and to use biodegradable material for
decoration. These students also decided to make their neighbors’ aware about
water pollution and the ecofriendly way of Ganesh festival celebration.

To create awareness about water pollution and soil pollution ‘Eco-friendly
Ganesh Idol Preparation Workshop’ was organized on 28"August 2018. About 150
students and some people from society participated and prepare Ganesh Idol from
salu soil.
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Dr. V. U.Pochhi Dr.O.S.Deshmukh
Professorand Head, Principal,
Department of Botany Shri Shivaji Science and Arts
IQAC Coordinator College, Chikhli.




