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Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati 

Faculty of Humanities Subject: English. 

Department Specific Core (DSC) (Level 4.5) BA Part I Semester - I 

Course Title- English 

 

 Course UG BA I Sem I 

 Level 4.5 

 Title of Paper English 

Ability 
Course Code 61501 
No. of Credits 03 

Enhancement Lectures 45 (3 Hrs per week) 
Course 

Internal 40 Marks (AEC) 
External 60 Marks 

 (Theory)  
 Exam Duration 03 Hrs 

 Total 100 Marks 

 

Faculty of Humanities 

Subject: English 

Department Specific Core (DSC) (Level 

4.5) BA Part I Semester - I 

Course Title- English 

Course 

Objectives 

1. To enable students to learn and comprehend the written and spoken 

form of English Language. 

2. To teach functional English to the learners and to polish their reading 

Skills, Writing Skills, Listening Skills and Communication Skills. 

3. To prepare the students for competitive exams. 

Course 

Outcom

e 

After Completion of this course students will able to - 

1. Understand the basic knowledge of English language and literature 
2. Understand the relation between literature and real life. 
3. Understand and interpret the prose, poem, short stories 
4. Write the News Report, Letter, Essay, Paragraph etc. 
5. Avail the pleasure of literary forms such as Novel, Poem, Play etc. 
6. Develop interview technique, Reading Skills, Writing Skills and 

Speaking Skills. 
7. Enhance the interest in English Language. 

Unit Course Contents Learning Hours 

Unit -I Prose       9 Hours    
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 1. The Secret of Works- Swami Vivekanand 

2. Maintaining Democracy- Dr B R Ambedkar. 

3. Eight Rupees-  Murli Melwani 

4 The Gift of Magi- O Henry 
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Unit -II Poetry 9 Hours 

 1. Stopping by Woods on A Snowy Evening- Robert Frost 

2. If – Rudyard Keepling 

3. Sympathy- P L Dunbar. 

4. Father Returning Home- Dilip Chitre 

 

Unit-III English for Competitive Examinations I 9 Hours 

 Noun: 

1) Types of Nouns 

2) Number 

3) Gender 

4) Cases of Nouns 

5) Common Errors in the use of Nouns 

Pronoun: 

1) Types of Pronoun 

2) Common Errors in the use of Pronouns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 Marks 

Unit-IV English for Competitive Examinations II 9 Hours 

 Adjective: 

1) Types of Adjectives 

2) Errors in the use of Adjectives 

Adverb: 

1) Types of Adverbs 

2) Errors in the use of Adverbs 

 

 

 

12 Marks 

Unit-V English for Competitive Examinations III 9 Hours 

 Verb: 

1) Types of Verbs 

2) Subject Verb Agreement 

Modal Auxiliary Verbs: 

1) Use of Modal Auxiliary Verbs 

 

 

 

12 Marks 

Paper Pattern  

Q.1 
Students will have to answer Six short answer questions on the seen 

passage of Two marks each 

6x2= 12 

Q.2 
Students will have to answer Two long answer questions out of Four 

on Unit II of Six marks each. 

2x6 = 12 

Q.3 A) Nouns 6x1 = 06 
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 B) Pronoun 6x1 = 06 

Q.4 

A) Adjective 6x1 = 06 

B) Adverb 6x1 = 06 

Q.5 

A) Verb 6x1 = 06 

B) Modal Auxiliary Verbs 6x1 = 06 

Distribution of Marks 

Internal Assessment 
Class Test based on MCQs 20 Marks 

Assignment- 10 Marks 
Viva-Voce 10 Marks 
Total 40 Marks 

External (Theory) 60 Marks 

Total 100 Marks 
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Unit -I Prose 9 Hours 

 1. The Secret of Works- Swami Vivekanand  

2. Maintaining Democracy- Dr B R Ambedkar 

3. Eight Rupees- Murli Melwani  

4. The Gift of  Magi- O Henry 

 

 

 

1)  THE SECRET OF WORK 

By Swami Vivekanand  

 Swami Vivekananda, born Narendranath Datta on January 12, 1863, in Kolkata, 

India, was a prominent Indian Hindu monk and a disciple of the saint Ramakrishna. He is 

best known for his profound spiritual wisdom and efforts to promote Vedanta and Yoga to 

the Western world. 

 In 1893, Vivekananda gained worldwide recognition when he represented India at 

the Parliament of the World's Religions in Chicago. His powerful speech, beginning with 

"Sisters and Brothers of America," received a standing ovation and introduced Hindu 

philosophy to a global audience. He emphasized the importance of religious tolerance and 

universal brotherhood. 

 Vivekananda founded the Ramakrishna Mission in 1897, an organization dedicated 

to social service and spiritual development. He believed in the potential of youth and 

education to transform society and worked tirelessly to uplift the poor and downtrodden. 

 Vivekananda's teachings focused on selflessness, the unity of all religions, and the 

importance of personal growth. He inspired many through his speeches and writings, which 

continue to be influential. 

 Swami Vivekananda passed away on July 4, 1902, at the young age of 39. His legacy 

lives on through his contributions to spiritual thought and his role in the renaissance of 

Hinduism in modern times.  

 Secret of Work" by Swami Vivekananda encapsulates the essence of performing 

work as a spiritual practice rather than a mere means of livelihood. Vivekananda teaches 

that true fulfillment comes not from the results of work but from the dedication and effort 

put into it. He emphasizes the importance of focusing on the process rather than worrying 

about outcomes, advocating for detachment from success or failure. By dedicating our 

actions to a higher ideal or to serving others, work becomes a means of spiritual growth 

and self-development. Vivekananda encourages individuals to work with sincerity, 

perseverance, and a sense of duty, viewing work as an offering to the divine. Ultimately, 

the secret lies in performing every task with dedication and selflessness, transforming 

mundane actions into a path of spiritual realization and inner peace. 

                                                         ____________ 
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Text   (Paragraph 1)  

 Helping others physically, by removing their physical needs, is indeed great, but the 

help is great according as the need is greater and according as the help is far reaching. If a 

man's wants can be removed for an hour, it is helping him indeed; if his wants can be 

removed for a year, it will be more help to him; but if his wants can be removed for ever, 

it is surely the greatest help that can be given him. Spiritual knowledge is the only thing 

that can destroy our miseries for ever; any other knowledge satisfies wants only for a time. 

It is only with the knowledge of the spirit that the faculty of want is annihilated for ever; 

so helping man spiritually is the highest help that can be given to him. He who gives man 

spiritual knowledge is the greatest benefactor of mankind and as such we always find that 

those were the most powerful of men who helped man in his spiritual needs, because 

spirituality is the true basis of all our activities in life. A spiritually strong and sound man 

will be strong in every other respect, if he so wishes. Until there is spiritual strength in man 

even physical needs cannot be well satisfied. Next to spiritual comes intellectual help. The 

gift of knowledge is a far higher gift than that of food and clothes; it is even higher than 

giving life to a man, because the real life of man consists of knowledge. Ignorance is death, 

knowledge is life. Life is of very little value, if it is a life in the dark, groping through 

ignorance and misery. Next in order comes, of course, helping a man physically. Therefore, 

in considering the question of helping others, we must always strive not to commit the 

mistake of thinking that physical help is the only help that can be given. It is not only the 

last but the least, because it cannot bring about permanent satisfaction. The misery that I 

feel when I am hungry is satisfied by eating, but hunger returns; my misery can cease only 

when I am satisfied beyond all want. Then hunger will not make me miserable; no distress, 

no sorrow will be able to move me. So, that help which tends to make us strong spiritually 

is the highest, next to it comes intellectual help, and after that physical help. 

 The miseries of the world cannot be cured by physical help only. Until man's nature 

changes, these physical needs will always arise, and miseries will always be felt, and no 

amount of physical help will cure them completely. The only solution of this problem is to 
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make mankind pure. Ignorance is the mother of all the evil and all the misery we see. Let 

men have light, let them be pure and spiritually strong and educated, then alone will misery 

cease in the world, not before. We may convert every house in the country into a charity 

asylum, we may fill the land with hospitals, but the misery of man will still continue to 

exist until man's character changes. 

Short Answer questions.  

1. Why does the text emphasize spiritual help over physical assistance? 

The text prioritizes spiritual help because it addresses the root cause of human suffering 

permanently. Physical help, while necessary, only temporarily relieves immediate needs 

like hunger or shelter. Spiritual help aims to remove wants forever by enhancing spiritual 

strength and understanding. 

2. According to the text, what is the significance of spiritual knowledge? 

Spiritual knowledge is highlighted as the ultimate solution to human miseries. It transcends 

temporary satisfaction by annihilating the faculty of want permanently. Those who impart 

spiritual knowledge are considered the greatest benefactors because they uplift humanity 

at its core. 

3. Why does the text suggest intellectual help is more valuable than physical aid? 

Intellectual help, through the gift of knowledge, is esteemed higher than physical assistance 

because it empowers individuals with understanding and wisdom. Unlike physical needs 

which recur, intellectual enrichment can transform lives by guiding people towards lasting 

fulfillment. 

4. How does the text view physical assistance in relation to spiritual and intellectual 

help? 

Physical assistance, while essential, is considered the least effective in bringing lasting 

satisfaction. It addresses immediate needs like hunger or sickness, but it does not eliminate 

the deeper causes of human misery. The text advocates for a holistic approach where 

spiritual and intellectual support precede physical aid. 

5. What does the text propose as the ultimate solution to human suffering? 

The text proposes that the ultimate solution to human suffering lies in the purification of 
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mankind through spiritual strength and education. By dispelling ignorance and fostering 

spiritual purity, humanity can transcend the recurring miseries rooted in physical needs and 

worldly attachments. 

6. In what ways does the text critique reliance solely on physical assistance to alleviate 

human misery? 

The text critiques reliance on physical assistance alone by highlighting its limitations in 

providing permanent relief. It argues that despite efforts like charity asylums or hospitals, 

true cessation of human suffering requires a deeper transformation in human character and 

spiritual evolution. 

                                            _________________________ 

Paragraph 2  

We read in the Bhagavad-Gita again and again that we must all work incessantly. All work 

is by nature composed of good and evil. We cannot do any work which will not do some 

good somewhere; there cannot be any work which will not cause some harm somewhere. 

Every work must necessarily be a mixture of good and evil; yet we are commanded to work 

incessantly. Good and evil will both have their results, will produce their Karma. Good 

action will entail upon us good effect; bad action, bad. But good and bad are both bondages 

of the soul. The solution reached in the Gita in regard to this bondage-producing nature of 

work is that, if we do not attach ourselves to the work we do, it will not have any binding 

effect on our soul. We shall try to understand what is meant by this “non-attachment to” to 

work. 

 This is the one central idea in the Gita: work incessantly, but be not attached to it. 

Samskâra can be translated very nearly by "inherent tendency". Using the simile of a lake 

for the mind, every ripple, every wave that rises in the mind, when it subsides, does not die 

out entirely, but leaves a mark and a future possibility of that wave coming out again. This 

mark, with the possibility of the wave reappearing, is what is called Samskâra. Every work 

that we do, every movement of the body, every thought that we think, leaves such an 

impression on the mind-stuff, and even when such impressions are not obvious on the 

surface, they are sufficiently strong to work beneath the surface, subconsciously. What we 
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are every moment is determined by the sum total of these impressions on the mind. What 

I am just at this moment is the effect of the sum total of all the impressions of my past life. 

This is really what is meant by character; each man's character is determined by the sum 

total of these impressions. If good impressions prevail, the character becomes good; if bad, 

it becomes bad. If a man continuously hears bad words, thinks bad thoughts, does bad 

actions, his mind will be full of bad impressions; and they will influence his thought and 

work without his being conscious of the fact. In fact, these bad impressions are always 

working, and their resultant must be evil, and that man will be a bad man; he cannot help 

it. The sum total of these impressions in him will create the strong motive power for doing 

bad actions. He will be like a machine in the hands of his impressions, and they will force 

him to do evil. Similarly, if a man thinks good thoughts and does good works, the sum total 

of these impressions will be good; and they, in a similar manner, will force him to do good 

even in spite of himself. When a man has done so much good work and thought so many 

good thoughts that there is an irresistible tendency in him to do good in spite of himself 

and even if he wishes to do evil, his mind, as the sum total of his tendencies, will not allow 

him to do so; the tendencies will turn him back; he is completely under the influence of the 

good tendencies. When such is the case, a man's good character is said to be established. 

Short Answer Questions  

1) What central idea does the Bhagavad-Gita emphasize about work? 

The Bhagavad-Gita teaches us to work continuously, understanding that every action 

brings both good and bad consequences. It tells us to perform our duties without getting 

attached to the results, recognizing that attachment to outcomes binds the soul. 

2) According to the text, what is meant by "non-attachment to work"? 

"Non-attachment to work" means doing our tasks without being overly concerned about 

the results. This attitude frees us from the bonds of karma, where good and bad actions can 

otherwise influence our future lives. 
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3) How does the text describe the concept of Samskâra? 

Samskâra refers to the impressions left on our mind by every action, thought, or movement. 

These impressions shape our character and influence our behavior, even subconsciously, 

based on whether they are good or bad. 

4) What determines a person's character according to the text? 

A person's character is determined by the sum total of all impressions (Samskâras) 

accumulated from past actions and thoughts. If good impressions dominate, the character 

becomes good; if bad impressions prevail, the character becomes bad. 

5) How does the text explain the influence of good and bad tendencies on human 

behavior? 

Good tendencies result from consistently thinking good thoughts and doing good deeds, 

which compel a person to act positively, even against their own desires. Similarly, bad 

tendencies formed by negative thoughts and actions compel negative behavior, making a 

person act like a machine controlled by these impressions. 

6) When is a person's good character said to be established, according to the text? 

A person's good character is said to be established when their tendency to do good becomes 

so strong that they naturally incline towards positive actions. Even if they wish to do wrong, 

their ingrained good tendencies prevent them, demonstrating their strong moral foundation. 

                                                              ____________ 

Paragraph 3 

 As the tortoise tucks its feet and head inside the shell, and you may kill it and break 

it in pieces, and yet it will not come out, even so the character of that man who has control 

over his motives and organs is unchangeably established. He controls his own inner forces, 

and nothing can draw them out against his will. By this continuous reflex of good thoughts, 

good impressions moving over the surface of the mind, the tendency for doing good 

becomes strong, and as the result we feel able to control the Indriyas (the sense-organs, the 

nerve-centres). Thus alone will character be established, then alone a man gets to truth. 

Such a man is safe for ever; he cannot do any evil. You may place him in any company, 

there will be no danger for him. There is a still higher state than having this good tendency, 
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and that is the desire for liberation. You must remember that freedom of the soul is the goal 

of all Yogas, and each one equally leads to the same result. By work alone men may get to 

where Buddha got largely by meditation or Christ by prayer. Buddha was a working Jnâni, 

Christ was a Bhakta, but the same goal was reached by both of them. The difficulty is here. 

Liberation means entire freedom — freedom from the bondage of good, as well as from 

the bondage of evil. A golden chain is as much a chain as an iron one. There is a thorn in 

my finger, and I use another to take the first one out; and when I have taken it out, I throw 

both of them aside; I have no necessity for keeping the second thorn, because both are 

thorns after all. So the bad tendencies are to be counteracted by the good ones, and the bad 

impressions on the mind should be removed by the fresh waves of good ones, until all that 

is evil almost disappears, or is subdued and held in control in a corner of the mind; but after 

that, the good tendencies have also to be conquered. Thus the "attached" becomes the 

"unattached". Work, but let not the action or the thought produce a deep impression on the 

mind. Let the ripples come and go, let huge actions proceed from the muscles and the brain, 

but let them not make any deep impression on the soul. 

 How can this be done? We see that the impression of any action, to which we attach 

ourselves, remains. I may meet hundreds of persons during the day, and among them meet 

also one whom I love; and when I retire at night, I may try to think of all the faces I saw, 

but only that face comes before the mind — the face which I met perhaps only for one 

minute, and which I loved; all the others have vanished. My attachment to this particular 

person caused a deeper impression on my mind than all the other faces. Physiologically the 

impressions have all been the same; every one of the faces that I saw pictured itself on the 

retina, and the brain took the pictures in, and yet there was no similarity of effect upon the 

mind. Most of the faces, perhaps, were entirely new faces, about which I had never thought 

before, but that one face of which I got only a glimpse found associations inside. Perhaps 

I had pictured him in my mind for years, knew hundreds of things about him, and this one 

new vision of him awakened hundreds of sleeping memories in my mind; and this one 

impression having been repeated perhaps a hundred times more than those of the different 

faces together, will produce a great effect on the mind. 
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Short Answer Questions 

1) What is the significance of a man who can control his motives and organs? 

A man who controls his motives and organs has a strong, unchangeable character. This 

control ensures that his inner forces are not drawn out against his will. Such a man 

continuously practices good thoughts and impressions, making him strong in doing good. 

This ability leads to the control of his sense organs and nerves. 

2) How does continuous practice of good thoughts influence a person? 

Continuous practice of good thoughts strengthens the tendency to do good. It helps in 

controlling the sense organs and nerve centers. This practice establishes a strong character 

and leads a person towards truth. A person with such a character cannot do evil, regardless 

of the company he keeps. 

3) What is the ultimate goal of all Yogas? 

The ultimate goal of all Yogas is the freedom of the soul. This goal is known as liberation, 

which means complete freedom from both good and bad bondages. Different practices like 

work, meditation, and prayer can lead to this goal. Notable figures like Buddha and Christ 

reached the same goal through different methods. 

4) What does liberation mean in the context of the text? 

Liberation means entire freedom from all bondages, both good and evil. It is like removing 

a thorn using another thorn and then discarding both. This state is achieved by 

counteracting bad tendencies with good ones and eventually conquering both. It leads to 

becoming "unattached" and unaffected by actions. 

5) How can one avoid deep impressions on the soul? 

To avoid deep impressions on the soul, one should not let actions or thoughts deeply affect 

the mind. Actions should be like ripples that come and go without leaving a mark. Huge 

actions can proceed from the muscles and brain, but they should not make deep impressions 

on the soul. 

6) Why do certain impressions affect the mind more deeply than others? 

Certain impressions affect the mind more deeply due to attachment. For example, seeing 

someone we love creates a deeper impression because of the emotional connection. 



 

14 

 

Physiologically, all impressions are the same, but emotional associations make some 

impressions stronger. This attachment causes deeper effects on the mind. 

                                                        _____________ 

Paragraph 4  

 Therefore, be "unattached"; let things work; let brain centres work; work 

incessantly, but let not a ripple conquer the mind. Work as if you were a stranger in this 

land, a sojourner; work incessantly, but do not bind yourselves; bondage is terrible. This 

world is not our habitation, it is only one of the many stages through which we are passing. 

Remember that great saying of the Sânkhya, "The whole of nature is for the soul, not the 

soul for nature." The very reason of nature's existence is for the education of the soul; it 

has no other meaning; it is there because the soul must have knowledge, and through 

knowledge free itself. If we remember this always, we shall never be attached to nature; 

we shall know that nature is a book in which we are to read, and that when we have gained 

the required knowledge, the book is of no more value to us. Instead of that, however, we 

are identifying ourselves with nature; we are thinking that the soul is for nature, that the 

spirit is for the flesh, and, as the common saying has it, we think that man "lives to eat" 

and not "eats to live". We are continually making this mistake; we are regarding nature as 

ourselves and are becoming attached to it; and as soon as this attachment comes, there is 

the deep impression on the soul, which binds us down and makes us work not from freedom 

but like slaves. 

 The whole gist of this teaching is that you should work like a master and not as a 

slave; work incessantly, but do not do slave's work. Do you not see how everybody works? 

Nobody can be altogether at rest; ninety-nine per cent of mankind work like slaves, and the 

result is misery; it is all selfish work. Work through freedom! Work through love! The 

word "love" is very difficult to understand; love never comes until there is freedom. There 

is no true love possible in the slave. If you buy a slave and tie him down in chains and 

make him work for you, he will work like a drudge, but there will be no love in him. So 

when we ourselves work for the things of the world as slaves, there can be no love in us, 

and our work is not true work. This is true of work done for relatives and friends, and is 
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true of work done for our own selves. Selfish work is slave's work; and here is a test. Every 

act of love brings happiness; there is no act of love which does not bring peace and 

blessedness as its reaction. Real existence, real knowledge, and real love are eternally 

connected with one another, the three in one: where one of them is, the others also must 

be; they are the three aspects of the One without a second — the Existence - Knowledge - 

Bliss. When that existence becomes relative, we see it as the world; that knowledge 

becomes in its turn modified into the knowledge of the things of the world; and that bliss 

forms the foundation of all true love known to the heart of man. Therefore true love can 

never react so as to cause pain either to the lover or to the beloved. Suppose a man loves a 

woman; he wishes to have her all to himself and feels extremely jealous about her every 

movement; he wants her to sit near him, to stand near him, and to eat and move at his 

bidding. He is a slave to her and wishes to have her as his slave. That is not love; it is a 

kind of morbid affection of the slave, insinuating itself as love. It cannot be love, because 

it is painful; if she does not do what he wants, it brings him pain. With love there is no 

painful reaction; love only brings a reaction of bliss; if it does not, it is not love; it is 

mistaking something else for love. When you have succeeded in loving your husband, your 

wife, your children, the whole world, the universe, in such a manner that there is no reaction 

of pain or jealousy, no selfish feeling, then you are in a fit state to be unattached. 

 

Short Answer Questions. 

1) What does it mean to be "unattached" according to the text? 

Being unattached means letting things work without letting them disturb your mind. You 

should work tirelessly but not become emotionally bound to your actions. Bondage to work 

is considered terrible because it makes you a slave to it. Instead, work as if you are just 

passing through this world. 

2) Why is nature important for the soul? 

Nature exists to educate the soul, providing knowledge that helps the soul free itself. The 

soul is not for nature; rather, nature serves the soul's purpose. When we gain the required 

knowledge from nature, it no longer holds value for us. However, many people mistakenly 
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identify with nature and become attached to it. 

3) How does attachment to nature affect us? 

Attachment to nature causes deep impressions on the soul, binding us like slaves. This 

attachment makes us work not out of freedom but out of compulsion. We start thinking that 

the soul exists for nature, leading to selfish and miserable work. To avoid this, we should 

remember that nature is just a book for the soul's education. 

4) What is the difference between working as a master and as a slave? 

Working as a master means working freely and out of love, not out of compulsion. A master 

works incessantly but is not bound by the work. In contrast, a slave works selfishly and out 

of obligation, leading to misery. True love and freedom in work bring happiness and peace. 

5) What is the relationship between love and freedom? 

True love is possible only when there is freedom. A person who is bound like a slave cannot 

experience true love. When work is done freely and out of love, it brings happiness and 

peace. Love that causes pain or jealousy is not true love but a mistaken form of affection. 

6) How can one achieve a state of true love and unattached work? 

To achieve true love and unattached work, one must love without any selfish feelings or 

reactions of pain. Love should only bring bliss and not jealousy or possessiveness. When 

you love everyone and everything selflessly, you reach a state of unattached work. This 

state allows you to work tirelessly without being emotionally bound to your actions. 

                                                          _________________ 

Paragraph 5 

 Krishna says, "Look at Me, Arjuna! If I stop from work for one moment, the whole 

universe will die. I have nothing to gain from work; I am the one Lord, but why do I work? 

Because I love the world." God is unattached because He loves; that real love makes us 

unattached. Wherever there is attachment, the clinging to the things of the world, you must 

know that it is all physical attraction between sets of particles of matter — something that 

attracts two bodies nearer and nearer all the time and, if they cannot get near enough, 

produces pain; but where there is real love, it does not rest on physical attachment at all. 

Such lovers may be a thousand miles away from one another, but their love will be all the 
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same; it does not die, and will never produce any painful reaction. 

 To attain this unattachment is almost a life-work, but as soon as we have reached 

this point, we have attained the goal of love and become free; the bondage of nature falls 

from us, and we see nature as she is; she forges no more chains for us; we stand entirely 

free and take not the results of work into consideration; who then cares for what the results 

may be? 

 Do you ask anything from your children in return for what you have given them? It 

is your duty to work for them, and there the matter ends. In whatever you do for a particular 

person, a city, or a state, assume the same attitude towards it as you have towards your 

children — expect nothing in return. If you can invariably take the position of a giver, in 

which everything given by you is a free offering to the world, without any thought of return, 

then will your work bring you no attachment. Attachment comes only where we expect a 

return. 

 If working like slaves results in selfishness and attachment, working as master of 

our own mind gives rise to the bliss of non-attachment. We often talk of right and justice, 

but we find that in the world right and justice are mere baby's talk. There are two things 

which guide the conduct of men: might and mercy. The exercise of might is invariably the 

exercise of selfishness. All men and women try to make the most of whatever power or 

advantage they have. Mercy is heaven itself; to be good, we have all to be merciful. Even 

justice and right should stand on mercy. All thought of obtaining return for the work we do 

hinders our spiritual progress; nay, in the end it brings misery. There is another way in 

which this idea of mercy and selfless charity can be put into practice; that is, by looking 

upon work as "worship" in case we believe in a Personal God. Here we give up all the fruits 

our work unto the Lord, and worshipping Him thus, we have no right to expect anything 

from mankind for the work we do. The Lord Himself works incessantly and is ever without 

attachment. Just as water cannot wet the lotus leaf, so work cannot bind the unselfish man 

by giving rise to attachment to results. The selfless and unattached man may live in the 

very heart of a crowded and sinful city; he will not be touched by sin. 

 This idea of complete self-sacrifice is illustrated in the following story: After the 
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battle of Kurukshetra the five Pândava brothers performed a great sacrifice and made very 

large gifts to the poor. All people expressed amazement at the greatness and richness of the 

sacrifice, and said that such a sacrifice the world had never seen before. But, after the 

ceremony, there came a little mongoose, half of whose body was golden, and the other half 

brown; and he began to roll on the floor of the sacrificial hall. He said to those around, 

"You are all liars; this is no sacrifice." "What!" they exclaimed, "you say this is no sacrifice; 

do you not know how money and jewels were poured out to the poor and every one became 

rich and happy? This was the most wonderful sacrifice any man ever performed." But the 

mongoose said, "There was once a little village, and in it there dwelt a poor Brahmin with 

his wife, his son, and his son's wife. They were very poor and lived on small gifts made to 

them for preaching and teaching. There came in that land a three years' famine, and the 

poor Brahmin suffered more than ever. At last when the family had starved for days, the 

father brought home one morning a little barley flour, which he had been fortunate enough 

to obtain, and he divided it into four parts, one for each member of the family. They 

prepared it for their meal, and just as they were about to eat, there was a knock at the door. 

The father opened it, and there stood a guest. Now in India a guest is a sacred person; he is 

as a god for the time being, and must be treated as such. So the poor Brahmin said, 'Come 

in, sir; you are welcome,' He set before the guest his own portion of the food, which the 

guest quickly ate and said, 'Oh, sir, you have killed me; I have been starving for ten days, 

and this little bit has but increased my hunger.' Then the wife said to her husband, 'Give 

him my share,' but the husband said, 'Not so.' The wife however insisted, saying, 'Here is a 

poor man, and it is our duty as householders to see that he is fed, and it is my duty as a wife 

to give him my portion, seeing that you have no more to offer him.' Then she gave her 

share to the guest, which he ate, and said he was still burning with hunger. So the son said, 

'Take my portion also; it is the duty of a son to help his father to fulfil his obligations.' The 

guest ate that, but remained still unsatisfied; so the son's wife gave him her portion also. 

That was sufficient, and the guest departed, blessing them. That night those four people 

died of starvation. A few granules of that flour had fallen on the floor; and when I rolled 

my body on them, half of it became golden, as you see. Since then I have been travelling 
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all over the world, hoping to find another sacrifice like that, but nowhere have I found one; 

nowhere else has the other half of my body been turned into gold. That is why I say this is 

no sacrifice." 

 This idea of charity is going out of India; great men are becoming fewer and fewer. 

When I was first learning English, I read an English story book in which there was a story 

about a dutiful boy who had gone out to work and had given some of his money to his old 

mother, and this was praised in three or four pages. What was that? No Hindu boy can ever 

understand the moral of that story. Now I understand it when I hear the Western idea — 

every man for himself. And some men take everything for themselves, and fathers and 

mothers and wives and children go to the wall. That should never and nowhere be the ideal 

of the householder. 

 Now you see what Karma-Yoga means; even at the point of death to help any one, 

without asking questions. Be cheated millions of times and never ask a question, and never 

think of what you are doing. Never vaunt of your gifts to the poor or expect their gratitude, 

but rather be grateful to them for giving you the occasion of practicing charity to them. 

Thus it is plain that to be an ideal householder is a much more difficult task than to be an 

ideal Sannyasin; the true life of work is indeed as hard as, if not harder than, the equally 

true life of renunciation. 

(https://www.ramakrishnavivekananda.info/vivekananda/volume_1/karma-yoga/secret_of_work.htm)  

Short Answer Questions. 

1) Why does Krishna continue to work according to the text? 

Krishna continues to work because he loves the world. He says that if he stops working for 

even a moment, the whole universe would die. Despite having nothing to gain from work, 

he works out of love. This real love makes him unattached. 

2) What is the difference between physical attachment and real love? 

Physical attachment is a material attraction that brings bodies closer and causes pain when 

they can't be together. Real love, however, is not based on physical attachment and does 

not produce pain. True love can persist even when lovers are far apart. This love never dies 

and does not lead to painful reactions. 

https://www.ramakrishnavivekananda.info/vivekananda/volume_1/karma-yoga/secret_of_work.htm
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3) How can one achieve freedom from the bondage of nature? 

To achieve freedom from the bondage of nature, one must work without expecting anything 

in return. Work should be done as a duty, like parents working for their children without 

expecting anything back. When you act as a giver, offering your work freely to the world, 

attachment and bondage fall away. This selfless attitude brings spiritual freedom. 

4) How should we view our work to avoid attachment? 

We should view our work as a free offering to the world, without expecting any return. By 

considering our work as "worship," we give up the fruits of our actions to a higher power. 

This approach prevents attachment to results. Working in this way, we remain unaffected 

by the outcomes and achieve non-attachment. 

5) What is the story of the Brahmin family meant to illustrate? 

The story of the Brahmin family illustrates the ultimate self-sacrifice and charity. Despite 

starving, the family gave their only food to a guest, ultimately dying of starvation. This act 

of selfless giving is shown as the highest form of sacrifice. The mongoose's body turning 

half golden symbolizes the unmatched purity of their sacrifice. 

6) Why is being an ideal householder considered difficult in Karma-Yoga? 

Being an ideal householder is difficult because it requires continuous selfless work without 

seeking rewards. It involves helping others without asking questions or expecting gratitude. 

The true life of work, with its focus on duty and charity, is as hard as, if not harder than, 

the life of renunciation. This selfless attitude is essential for spiritual progress in Karma-

Yoga.                                                                 ____________________ 

 

Multiple-choice questions based on the text:  

1. According to Swami Vivekananda, what is the greatest help one can provide to 

another person?  

A) Providing physical necessities       B) Giving intellectual guidance                                   

C) Offering spiritual knowledge         D) Teaching practical skills  

Answer: C 
 

2. Swami Vivekananda compares the satisfaction from removing someone's hunger to: 

A) Quenching thirst temporarily               B) Fulfilling a desire for a year                                
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C) Satisfying spiritual needs                     D) Providing permanent shelter                       

Answer: C 

 

3. What does Swami Vivekananda suggest is essential for ending the miseries of the 

world? A) Continuous physical support                       B) Enhancing intellectual 

capabilities            C) Spiritual purity and strength                        D) Economic prosperity                       

Answer: C 
 

4. According to the Bhagavad-Gita, what is the central idea regarding work?                           

A) To accumulate wealth                   B) To achieve fame                                                                 

C) To work incessantly without attachment D) To gain power over others                   

Answer: C 
 

5. What concept from the Gita does Swami Vivekananda emphasize to avoid the 

bondage-producing nature of work?                                                                                                      
A) Samskâra        B) Karma-Yoga         C) Dharma          D) Moksha                                     

Answer: B 
 

6. How does Swami Vivekananda define character?                                                                          

A) The sum of good and bad actions   B) The inherent tendencies formed by past 

impressions            C) The status in society             D) The ability to achieve success 

Answer: B 
 

7. What analogy does Swami Vivekananda use to illustrate the establishment of good 

character?  

A) Tortoise withdrawing into its shell            B) Bird flying freely in the sky                        

C) Fish swimming in the ocean                      D) Lion ruling its territory                                  

Answer: A 
 

8. What is the highest state beyond having good tendencies, according to Swami 

Vivekananda?                                                                                                                    
A) Material success             B) Intellectual superiority        C) Desire for liberation                  

D) Social recognition  

Answer: C 

 

9. What does Swami Vivekananda compare attachment to nature with?                                  
A) A golden chain           B) A silver lining              C) A diamond bracelet                                   

D) A wooden plank  

Answer: A 
 

10. How does Swami Vivekananda suggest one should work to avoid attachment?                    

A) As a master, not as a slave                    B) With extreme caution                                          



 

22 

 

C) With high expectations                          D) With minimal effort                                          

Answer: A 

 

11. What is the difference between selfish work and true work, according to Swami 

Vivekananda?                                                                                                                                       
A) True work is done for relatives and friends             B) Selfish work brings happiness 

C) True work is done with love and freedom    D) Selfish work leads to material success 

Answer: C 
 

12. According to Swami Vivekananda, what is the true nature of love?                            
A) Physical attraction       B) Emotional attachment     C) Selfless and without expectation 

D) Dependency and need               Answer: C 

 

13. What does Swami Vivekananda say is the goal of all Yogas?                                                       
A) Material prosperity          B) Freedom of the soul              C) Intellectual stimulation 

D) Physical fitness         Answer: B 

 

14. What story does Swami Vivekananda narrate to illustrate the essence of charity?               
A) The story of a wealthy merchant         B) The story of a poor Brahmin family                 

C) The story of a powerful king                D) The story of a wise sage             Answer: B 

 

15. How does Swami Vivekananda define the ideal of Karma-Yoga?                                              
A) Working with attachment to results         B) Helping only those who can return favors 

C) Working selflessly without seeking rewards  D) Expecting gratitude for charitable acts 

Answer: C 
 

16. What does Swami Vivekananda compare attachment to results with?                                    

A) A poisonous snake            B) A thorn in the finger      C) A river overflowing its banks 

D) A stormy sea         Answer: B 

 

17. What term does Swami Vivekananda use to describe the binding effect of work 

when attached to results?   
A) Samskâra      B) Dharma      C) Moksha     D) Karma     Answer: A 

 

18. How does Swami Vivekananda suggest we should view the world?  

A) As our playground          B) As a place of constant change      C) As a stage for 

spiritual growth     D) As a prison to escape from              Answer: C 

 

19. According to Swami Vivekananda, what should one expect in return for charitable 

acts?  
A) Material wealth             B) Gratitude from others              C) Recognition and fame           

D) Nothing at all                Answer: D 
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20. What does Swami Vivekananda conclude is the ultimate freedom from work?                   
A) Renunciation of all actions         B) Mastery over others         C) Liberation from 

attachment        D) Escaping from societal duties              Answer: C 

 

 

 

2) Maintaining Democracy- Dr B R Ambedkar 
 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in the town and military cantonment of 

Mhow (now officially known as Dr Ambedkar Nagar) (now in Madhya Pradesh). He was the 14th 

and last child of Ramji Maloji Sakpal, an army officer who held the rank of Subedar, and Bhimabai 

Sakpal, daughter of Laxman Murbadkar. 

 Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (Bhīmrāo Rāmjī Āmbēḍkar; 14 April 1891 – 6 December 1956) 

was an Indian jurist, economist, social reformer and political leader who headed the committee 

drafting the Constitution of India from the Constituent Assembly debates, served as Law and 

Justice Minister in the first cabinet of Jawaharlal Nehru, and inspired the Dalit Buddhist movement 

after renouncing Hinduism.  

After graduating from Elphinstone College, University of Bombay, Ambedkar studied 

economics at Columbia University and the London School of Economics, receiving doctorates in 

1927 and 1923, respectively, and was among a handful of Indian students to have done so at either 

institution in the 1920s. He also trained in the law at Gray's Inn, London. In his early career, he 

was an economist, professor, and lawyer. His later life was marked by his political activities; he 

became involved in campaigning and negotiations for partition, publishing journals, advocating 

political rights and social freedom for Dalits, and contributing to the establishment of the state of 

India. In 1956, he converted to Buddhism, initiating mass conversions of Dalits.  

In 1990, the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, was posthumously conferred on 

Ambedkar. The salutation Jai Bhim used by followers honours him. He is also referred to by the 

nickname Babasaheb, meaning "Respected Father". 

Works (Books)  

The Education Department, Government of Maharashtra (Mumbai) published the 

collection of Ambedkar's writings and speeches in different volumes. The list of Ambedkar's works 

include the following: 

Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development and 11 Other Essays 
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The Annihilation of Caste, (1936) 

Ambedkar in the Bombay Legislature, with the Simon Commission and at the Round Table 

Conferences, (1927–1939) 

Philosophy of Hinduism; India and the Pre-requisites of Communism; Revolution and 

Counter-revolution; Buddha or Karl Marx 

Riddles in Hinduism  

Essays on Untouchables and Untouchability 

The Evolution of Provincial Finance in British India 

The Untouchables Who Were They And Why They Became Untouchables ? 

Who Were the Shudras? (1946) 

Pakistan or The Partition of India (1945), also published as Thoughts on Pakistan (1941) 

What Congress and Gandhi have done to the Untouchables; Mr. Gandhi and the 

Emancipation of the Untouchables 

Ambedkar as member of the Governor General's Executive Council, 1942–46 

The Buddha and his Dhamma 

Unpublished Writings; Ancient Indian Commerce; Notes on laws; Waiting for a Visa; 

Miscellaneous notes, etc. 

Ambedkar as the principal architect of the Constitution of India (2 parts) Dr. Ambedkar 

and The Hindu Code Bill 

Ambedkar as Free India's First Law Minister and Member of Opposition in Indian 

Parliament (1947–1956) 

The Pali Dictionary and The Pali Grammar  

Ambedkar and his Egalitarian Revolution – Struggle for Human Rights. Events starting 

from March 1927 to 17 November 1956 in the chronological order; 

Ambedkar and his Egalitarian Revolution – Socio-political and religious activities. Events 

starting from November 1929 to 8 May 1956 in the chronological order; 

Ambedkar and his Egalitarian Revolution – Speeches. (Events starting from 1 January to 

20 November 1956 in the chronological order.) 

Excerpts from the speech to the Constituent Assembly on November 25, 1949 

(https://scroll.in/article/802495/why-br-ambedkars-three-warnings-in-his-last-speech-to-the-constituent-
assembly-resonate-even-today)  

 

https://scroll.in/article/802495/why-br-ambedkars-three-warnings-in-his-last-speech-to-the-constituent-assembly-resonate-even-today
https://scroll.in/article/802495/why-br-ambedkars-three-warnings-in-his-last-speech-to-the-constituent-assembly-resonate-even-today
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Paragraph 1 

On 26th January 1950, India will be an independent country. What would happen 

to her independence? Will she maintain her independence or will she lose it again? This is 

the first thought that comes to my mind. It is not that India was never an independent 

country. The point is that she once lost the independence she had. Will she lose it a second 

time? It is this thought which makes me most anxious for the future. 

 What perturbs me greatly is the fact that not only India has once before lost her 

independence, but she lost it by the infidelity and treachery of some of her own people. 

In the invasion of Sindh by Mahommed-Bin-Kasim, the military commanders of 

King Dahar accepted bribes from the agents of Mahommed-Bin-Kasim and refused to fight 

on the side of their King. It was Jaichand who invited Mahommed Gohri to invade India 

and fight against Prithvi Raj and promised him the help of himself and the Solanki Kings. 

When Shivaji was fighting for the liberation of Hindus, the other Maratha noblemen and 

the Rajput Kings were fighting the battle on the side of Moghul Emperors. When the British 

were trying to destroy the Sikh Rulers, Gulab Singh, their principal commander sat silent 

and did not help to save the Sikh Kingdom. In 1857, when a large part of India had declared 

a war of independence against the British, the Sikhs stood and watched the event as silent 

spectators. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1: What is the main worry the author has about India's independence? 

The author is worried about whether India will keep its independence after 

becoming an independent country on January 26, 1950. He wonders if India will stay 

independent or lose it again, just like it did in the past. This thought makes him very anxious 

about the future. 

His concern is based on the fact that India has lost its independence before. The 

author points out that this loss was not just because of outside forces but also due to the 

betrayal and disloyalty of some Indian people. This historical experience makes him fear 

that India might face similar threats again. 
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Question 2: How does the author show that betrayal from within India has been a 

problem in the past? 

The author gives several examples from history to show that betrayal by Indians has 

caused problems in the past. He mentions that during the invasion of Sindh, King Dahar's 

military commanders took bribes and refused to fight. He also talks about Jaichand, who 

helped Mahommed Gohri against Prithvi Raj by inviting him to invade India. 

Other examples include Maratha noblemen and Rajput Kings fighting for the 

Moghul Emperors instead of supporting Shivaji, and Gulab Singh staying silent when the 

British tried to destroy the Sikh rulers. The author also mentions that during the 1857 war 

of independence, the Sikhs did not join the fight and remained passive. These examples 

highlight how internal betrayal has historically weakened India. 

Question 3: What does the author suggest is important for India to keep its 

independence? 

The author suggests that unity and loyalty are crucial for India to keep its 

independence. He believes that India's past losses were not just due to external invaders 

but also because of disunity and betrayal from within. To maintain independence, the 

author implies that Indians must stay united and loyal to their country. 

By learning from historical betrayals, the author stresses the need for a strong sense 

of national solidarity. He warns that if Indians repeat the mistakes of the past, the country 

could again lose its independence. Therefore, fostering unity and patriotism is essential for 

India's future stability and sovereignty.  

_________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 2  

Will history repeat itself? It is this thought which fills me with anxiety. This anxiety 

is deepened by the realisation of the fact that in addition to our old enemies in the form of 

castes and creeds we are going to have many political parties with diverse and opposing 

political creeds. Will Indians place the country above their creed or will they place creed 

above country? I do not know. But this much is certain that if the parties place creed above 

country, our independence will be put in jeopardy a second time and probably be lost for 
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ever. This eventuality we must all resolutely guard against. We must be determined to 

defend our independence with the last drop of our blood. 

On the 26th of January 1950, India would be a democratic country in the sense that 

India from that day would have a government of the people, by the people and for the 

people. The same thought comes to my mind. What would happen to her democratic 

Constitution? Will she be able to maintain it or will she lose it again? This is the second 

thought that comes to my mind and makes me as anxious as the first. 

Question 1: What is the author's main concern about the future of India's 

independence? 

The author's main concern is whether India will be able to maintain its independence 

after January 26, 1950, or if it will lose it again. This anxiety stems from the fear that 

history might repeat itself, where internal conflicts and divisions could threaten India's 

sovereignty. 

The author highlights the potential danger posed by various political parties with 

different and opposing beliefs. He worries that if Indians prioritize their personal beliefs 

and creeds over the country, it could jeopardize the nation's independence. The author 

emphasizes the need for unity and the importance of placing the country above individual 

creeds to protect and sustain India's independence. 

Question 2: How does the author view the relationship between political parties and 

the country's independence? 

The author views the diverse and opposing political parties as a potential threat to 

the country's independence. He fears that if political parties prioritize their own beliefs and 

agendas over the country's unity, it could lead to internal divisions that weaken India's 

sovereignty. 

The author stresses that for India to maintain its independence, it is crucial for 

political parties and the people to place the country's interests above their individual creeds. 

He warns that if parties place creed above the country, India's independence could be put 

in jeopardy and possibly lost forever. This highlights the importance of unity and collective 

national identity in safeguarding the country's freedom. 
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Question 3: What additional concern does the author have about India's future as a 

democratic country? 

The author is also concerned about the future of India's democratic Constitution. He 

questions whether India will be able to maintain its democratic government, which is meant 

to be of the people, by the people, and for the people, or if it will lose it as it once lost its 

independence. 

This concern mirrors his anxiety about India's independence. He fears that internal 

divisions and prioritizing personal creeds over national unity could also threaten the 

democratic foundations of the country. The author emphasizes the importance of defending 

both India's independence and its democratic Constitution with utmost determination to 

ensure the country's future stability and success. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 3  

Democratic system 

It is not that India did not know what is Democracy. There was a time when India 

was studded with republics, and even where there were monarchies, they were either 

elected or limited. They were never absolute. It is not that India did not know Parliaments 

or parliamentary procedure. 

A study of the Buddhist Bhikshu Sanghas discloses that not only there were 

Parliaments – for the Sanghas were nothing but Parliaments – but the Sanghas knew and 

observed all the rules of parliamentary procedure known to modern times. They had rules 

regarding seating arrangements, rules regarding Motions, Resolutions, Quorum, Whip, 

Counting of Votes, Voting by Ballot, Censure Motion, Regularisation, Res Judicata, etc. 

Although these rules of parliamentary procedure were applied by the Buddha to the 

meetings of the Sanghas, he must have borrowed them from the rules of the Political 

Assemblies functioning in the country in his time. 

This democratic system India lost. Will she lose it a second time? I do not know. 

But it is quite possible in a country like India – where democracy from its long disuse must 

be regarded as something quite new – there is danger of democracy giving place to 
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dictatorship. It is quite possible for this new born democracy to retain its form but give 

place to dictatorship in fact. If there is a landslide, the danger of the second possibility 

becoming actuality is much greater. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1: How does the author describe India's historical experience with 

democracy? 

The author points out that India has a historical background in democratic practices. 

He explains that there was a time when India was filled with republics and even monarchies 

that were either elected or limited in power, never absolute. This indicates that democratic 

principles were not foreign to ancient India. 

The author also mentions the Buddhist Bhikshu Sanghas, which functioned like 

parliaments and followed parliamentary procedures. These Sanghas had rules for seating, 

motions, resolutions, quorums, voting, and other parliamentary practices. The author 

suggests that these rules were likely borrowed from the political assemblies of the time, 

highlighting India's rich democratic heritage. 

Question 2: What is the author's concern about the future of democracy in India? 

The author is concerned that India might lose its newly established democracy, just 

as it lost its democratic system in the past. He acknowledges that while India has a historical 

background in democratic practices, democracy has not been in use for a long time, making 

it seem new to modern India. 

This inexperience with democracy could lead to the danger of it being replaced by 

dictatorship. The author fears that India's new democracy might retain its outward form but 

could become a dictatorship in practice, especially if there is a significant shift in political 

power. He warns that the possibility of such a transition is higher in a country like India, 

where democratic practices are not deeply ingrained in recent history. 

Question 3: What does the author suggest about the potential challenges India might 

face with its new democracy? 

The author suggests that India might face significant challenges in maintaining its 

new democracy due to its long disuse and the potential for political instability. He 
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emphasizes that although democratic principles are not new to India, their 

reimplementation in modern times comes with risks. 

One major challenge is the possibility of democracy giving way to dictatorship, 

either overtly or covertly. The author warns that if there is a dramatic political shift or 

"landslide," the danger of democracy being replaced by dictatorship is much greater. This 

highlights the need for vigilance and effort to preserve democratic values and prevent the 

erosion of democratic institutions in India. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 4  

Three warnings  

If we wish to maintain democracy not merely in form, but also in fact, what must 

we do?  The first thing in my judgement we must do is to hold fast to constitutional methods 

of achieving our social and economic objectives. It means we must abandon the bloody 

methods of revolution. It means that we must abandon the method of civil disobedience, 

non-cooperation and satyagraha. When there was no way left for constitutional methods 

for achieving economic and social objectives, there was a great deal of justification for 

unconstitutional methods. But where constitutional methods are open, there can be no 

justification for these unconstitutional methods. These methods are nothing but the 

Grammar of Anarchy and the sooner they are abandoned, the better for us. 

The second thing we must do is to observe the caution which John Stuart Mill has 

given to all who are interested in the maintenance of democracy, namely, not “to lay their 

liberties at the feet of even a great man, or to trust him with power which enable him to 

subvert their institutions”. There is nothing wrong in being grateful to great men who have 

rendered life-long services to the country. But there are limits to gratefulness. As has been 

well said by the Irish Patriot Daniel O’Connel, no man can be grateful at the cost of his 

honour, no woman can be grateful at the cost of her chastity and no nation can be grateful 

at the cost of its liberty. This caution is far more necessary in the case of India than in the 

case of any other country. For in India, Bhakti or what may be called the path of devotion 

or hero-worship, plays a part in its politics unequalled in magnitude by the part it plays in 
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the politics of any other country in the world. Bhakti in religion may be a road to the 

salvation of the soul. But in politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure road to degradation 

and to eventual dictatorship. 

The third thing we must do is not to be content with mere political democracy. We 

must make our political democracy a social democracy as well. Political democracy cannot 

last unless there lies at the base of it social democracy. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1: What does the author suggest as the first step to maintaining true 

democracy in India? 

The author suggests that to maintain democracy not just in form but also in 

substance, Indians must adhere to constitutional methods for achieving social and 

economic goals. He emphasizes that this means abandoning violent revolution and the 

methods of civil disobedience, non-cooperation, and satyagraha. 

The author argues that when constitutional methods are available, there is no 

justification for using unconstitutional means, as these lead to anarchy. He stresses the 

importance of following legal and constitutional procedures to achieve objectives, as this 

approach supports the stability and integrity of democracy. 

Question 2: What caution does the author give regarding the role of great leaders in 

a democracy? 

The author cautions against placing too much trust and power in the hands of even 

great leaders. He refers to John Stuart Mill’s advice not to lay liberties at the feet of a great 

man or trust him with power that could undermine democratic institutions. While it is 

natural to be grateful to those who have served the country, this gratitude should have 

limits. 

The author highlights the particular relevance of this caution in India, where the 

tradition of Bhakti, or hero-worship, plays a significant role in politics. He warns that while 

Bhakti in religion can lead to spiritual salvation, in politics, it can lead to degradation and 

dictatorship. Therefore, the author urges Indians to avoid hero-worship in politics to protect 

their democracy and liberty. 
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Question 3: What is the author’s view on the relationship between political democracy 

and social democracy? 

The author believes that political democracy must be accompanied by social 

democracy for it to be sustainable. He argues that political democracy alone is not sufficient 

and that it must be rooted in social democracy to endure. 

Social democracy implies equality and justice in social relations, which supports the 

functioning of political democracy. Without social democracy, political democracy is at 

risk of failing, as it requires a foundation of social equality and inclusiveness to thrive. The 

author’s view emphasizes the need for comprehensive democratic practices that encompass 

both political and social dimensions. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 5  

Social democracy  

What does social democracy mean? It means a way of life which recognises liberty, 

equality and fraternity as the principles of life. These principles of liberty, equality and 

fraternity are not to be treated as separate items in a trinity. They form a union of trinity in 

the sense that to divorce one from the other is to defeat the very purpose of democracy. 

Liberty cannot be divorced from equality, equality cannot be divorced from liberty. 

Nor can liberty and equality be divorced from fraternity. Without equality, liberty would 

produce the supremacy of the few over the many. Equality without liberty would kill 

individual initiative. Without fraternity, liberty would produce the supremacy of the few 

over the many. Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a natural course 

of things. It would require a constable to enforce them. 

We must begin by acknowledging the fact that there is complete absence of two 

things in Indian Society. One of these is equality. On the social plane, we have in India a 

society based on the principle of graded inequality which we have a society in which there 

are some who have immense wealth as against many who live in abject poverty. 

On the 26th of January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In 

politics we will have equality and in social and economic life we will have inequality. In 
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politics we will be recognising the principle of one man one vote and one vote one value. 

In our social and economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, 

continue to deny the principle of one man one value. How long shall we continue to live 

this life of contradictions? How long shall we continue to deny equality in our social and 

economic life? If we continue to deny it for long, we will do so only by putting our political 

democracy in peril. We must remove this contradiction at the earliest possible moment or 

else those who suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of political democracy 

which is Assembly has to laboriously built up. 

The second thing we are wanting in is recognition of the principle of fraternity. What 

does fraternity mean? Fraternity means a sense of common brotherhood of all Indians – of 

Indians being one people. It is the principle which gives unity and solidarity to social life. 

It is a difficult thing to achieve. How difficult it is, can be realised from the story related 

by James Bryce in his volume on American Commonwealth about the United States of 

America. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Question 1: What is the author's definition of social democracy? 

The author defines social democracy as a way of life that recognizes liberty, 

equality, and fraternity as its core principles. These principles should not be seen as 

separate entities but rather as an interconnected union, where divorcing one from the others 

undermines the essence of democracy. 

Liberty and equality are interdependent; without equality, liberty leads to the 

domination of a few over the many, and without liberty, equality stifles individual 

initiative. Similarly, without fraternity, liberty and equality cannot naturally coexist and 

would require enforcement. Thus, social democracy ensures these principles work together 

to form a just and democratic society. 

Question 2: What contradictions does the author highlight in Indian society as of 

January 26, 1950? 

The author highlights the contradiction between political equality and social and 

economic inequality in Indian society. On January 26, 1950, India would adopt a political 
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system where every individual has one vote and each vote has equal value, signifying 

political equality. 

However, socially and economically, India remains deeply unequal, with a structure 

that allows immense wealth for some and abject poverty for many. This contradiction poses 

a threat to political democracy, as the denial of social and economic equality could 

eventually lead to discontent and instability, jeopardizing the democratic system that India 

aims to build. 

Question 3: Why does the author emphasize the importance of fraternity, and what 

challenges does he foresee in achieving it? 

The author emphasizes fraternity as crucial for the unity and solidarity of social life 

in India. Fraternity means a sense of common brotherhood among all Indians, fostering the 

idea that they are one people. This principle is vital for maintaining social cohesion and 

ensuring that liberty and equality can function harmoniously. 

Achieving fraternity is challenging, as demonstrated by historical examples like the 

United States, where building a sense of common brotherhood has been difficult. In India, 

where social divisions are pronounced, fostering fraternity is essential yet challenging. 

Without it, the other principles of liberty and equality would struggle to be realized 

naturally, requiring external enforcement and risking the stability of democracy. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 6  

The story is – I propose to recount it in the words of Bryce himself: 

“Some years ago the American Protestant Episcopal Church was occupied at its 

triennial Convention in revising its liturgy. It was thought desirable to introduce among the 

short sentence prayers a prayer for the whole people, and an eminent New England divine 

proposed the words `O Lord, bless our nation’. Accepted one afternoon, on the spur of the 

moment, the sentence was brought up next day for reconsideration, when so many 

objections were raised by the laity to the word nation’ as importing too definite a 

recognition of national unity, that it was dropped, and instead there were adopted the words 

`O Lord, bless these United States.” 
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There was so little solidarity in the USA at the time when this incident occurred that 

the people of America did not think that they were a nation. If the people of the United 

States could not feel that they were a nation, how difficult it is for Indians to think that they 

are a nation?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 1: What incident does the author recount to illustrate the challenge of 

national unity? 

The author recounts an incident from the American Protestant Episcopal Church's 

triennial Convention, as described by James Bryce. During this convention, there was a 

proposal to include a prayer for the nation in the church's liturgy. Initially, the phrase "O 

Lord, bless our nation" was accepted. 

However, the next day, many laypeople objected to the word "nation" because it 

implied a strong sense of national unity, which they did not feel at the time. Consequently, 

the prayer was changed to "O Lord, bless these United States." This incident demonstrates 

the lack of solidarity and national unity in the USA at that time. 

Question 2: What does the author suggest about the sense of national unity in India 

compared to the USA? 

The author suggests that if Americans, at the time of the incident, struggled to 

perceive themselves as a united nation, it would be even more challenging for Indians to 

develop a sense of national unity. The author implies that fostering a sense of unity and 

fraternity in India is a significant challenge, given the country's diverse and divided society. 

This comparison underscores the difficulty of achieving national solidarity in India. 

The author uses the American example to highlight the importance of fraternity and the 

challenges India faces in building a cohesive national identity, which is essential for the 

success of its democracy. 

Question 3: How does the story of the American church convention relate to the 

author's concerns about democracy in India?  

The story of the American church convention illustrates the challenges of achieving 

a strong sense of national unity, which the author believes is crucial for the success of 
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democracy. The hesitation of Americans to identify as a united nation reflects the broader 

struggle to cultivate fraternity, a principle the author deems essential for social democracy. 

By drawing this parallel, the author emphasizes that without a strong sense of unity 

and common brotherhood, India's democracy could be undermined. He suggests that the 

absence of national solidarity in India, similar to the situation in the USA during the 

incident, poses a risk to the stability and effectiveness of India's democratic system. This 

highlights the need for efforts to build and reinforce a sense of unity among Indians. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 7  

A great delusion 

I remember the days when politically minded Indians, resented the expression “the 

people of India”. They preferred the expression “the Indian nation.” I am of opinion that in 

believing that we are a nation, we are cherishing a great delusion. How can people divided 

into several thousands of castes be a nation? The sooner we realise that we are not as yet a 

nation in the social and psychological sense of the world, the better for us. For then only 

we shall realise the necessity of becoming a nation and seriously think of ways and means 

of realising the goal. The realisation of this goal is going to be very difficult – far more 

difficult than it has been in the United States. The United States has no caste problem. In 

India there are castes. The castes are anti-national. In the first place because they bring 

about separation in social life. They are anti-national also because they generate jealousy 

and antipathy between caste and caste. But we must overcome all these difficulties if we 

wish to become a nation in reality. For fraternity can be a fact only when there is a nation. 

Without fraternity, equality and liberty will be no deeper than coats of paint. 

These are my reflections about the tasks that lie ahead of us. They may not be very 

pleasant to some. But there can be no gainsaying that political power in this country has 

too long been the monopoly of a few and the many are only beasts of burden, but also 

beasts of prey. This monopoly has not merely deprived them of their chance of betterment, 

it has sapped them of what may be called the significance of life. These down-trodden 

classes are tired of being governed. They are impatient to govern themselves. This urge for 
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self-realisation in the down-trodden classes must no be allowed to devolve into a class 

struggle or class war. It would lead to a division of the House. That would indeed be a day 

of disaster. For, as has been well said by Abraham Lincoln, a House divided against itself 

cannot stand very long. Therefore the sooner room is made for the realisation of their 

aspiration, the better for the few, the better for the country, the better for the maintenance 

for its independence and the better for the continuance of its democratic structure. This can 

only be done by the establishment of equality and fraternity in all spheres of life. That is 

why I have laid so much stresses on them. 

Question 1: Why does the author believe that thinking of India as a nation is a 

delusion? 

The author believes that considering India as a nation is a delusion because of the 

deep social divisions caused by the caste system. He argues that a true nation requires social 

and psychological unity, which India lacks due to the thousands of castes that separate 

people. 

These castes create social divisions and generate jealousy and antipathy between 

different groups, making it difficult for India to function as a unified nation. The author 

emphasizes that recognizing this reality is crucial for India to work towards becoming a 

true nation, which involves overcoming the challenges posed by the caste system. 

Question 2: What does the author suggest is necessary for India to become a true 

nation? 

The author suggests that for India to become a true nation, it must overcome the 

difficulties posed by the caste system and work towards establishing fraternity, equality, 

and liberty. He argues that fraternity can only be a fact when there is a nation, and without 

it, equality and liberty are superficial. 

The author highlights the need for social and psychological unity, which requires 

addressing the separation and antagonism caused by castes. Only by establishing true 

equality and fraternity in all spheres of life can India become a nation in reality, ensuring 

that liberty and democracy are meaningful and deeply rooted. 
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Question 3: What is the author's view on the political power dynamics in India and 

the aspirations of the down-trodden classes? 

The author views the political power dynamics in India as monopolized by a few, 

with the majority being oppressed and deprived of opportunities for betterment. This 

monopoly has not only restricted their chances for improvement but also stripped them of 

the significance of life. 

The down-trodden classes are tired of being governed and are eager to govern 

themselves. The author warns that if their aspirations are not met, it could lead to class 

struggle and division, endangering the country's unity and democracy. To prevent this, the 

author stresses the need to establish equality and fraternity, making room for the aspirations 

of the oppressed and ensuring the stability and continuation of India's democratic structure. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 8 

I do not wish to weary the House any further. Independence is no doubt a matter of 

joy. But let us not forget that this independence has thrown on us great responsibilities. By 

independence, we have lost the excuse of blaming the British for anything going wrong. If 

hereafter things go wrong, we will have nobody to blame except ourselves. There is great 

danger of things going wrong. Times are fast changing. People including our own are being 

moved by new ideologies. They are getting tired of Government by the people. They are 

prepared to have Governments for the people and are indifferent whether it is Government 

of the people and by the people. If we wish to preserve the Constitution in which we have 

sought to enshrine the principle of Government of the people, for the people and by the 

people, let us resolve not to be tardy in the recognition of the evils that lie across our path 

and which induce people to prefer Government for the people to Government by the people, 

nor to be weak in our initiative to remove them. That is the only way to serve the country. 

I know of no better.  

Question 1: What responsibility does independence bring, according to the author? 

According to the author, independence brings great responsibility. While it is a matter of 

joy, it also means that Indians can no longer blame the British for any problems or failures. 
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With independence, the responsibility for the nation's successes and failures rests solely on 

the shoulders of its own people. The author warns that if things go wrong in the future, 

Indians will have no one to blame but themselves. 

The author stresses that times are changing rapidly, and people, including Indians, 

are increasingly influenced by new ideologies. There is a growing sentiment favoring 

governance for the people rather than by the people, indicating a shift away from 

democratic principles. To preserve the democratic constitution that embodies the principles 

of government of the people, by the people, and for the people, the author urges Indians to 

recognize and address the challenges and obstacles that may lead to this shift. 

Question 2: What does the author urge Indians to do to preserve their democratic 

principles? 

The author urges Indians to be proactive and vigilant in preserving their democratic 

principles, particularly the principle of government by the people. He emphasizes the 

importance of not ignoring or being indifferent to the challenges that threaten these 

principles. Instead, Indians should actively identify and address these challenges to prevent 

the erosion of democratic governance. 

To serve the country effectively, the author suggests that Indians must not hesitate 

to acknowledge the obstacles and issues that could lead to a preference for government for 

the people over government by the people. He calls for strong initiative and resolve to 

remove these obstacles, ensuring that the democratic ideals of governance remain robust 

and reflective of the will of the people. 

Question 3: What does the author consider as the best way to serve the country? 

The author considers proactive action in recognizing and addressing challenges to 

democratic governance as the best way to serve the country. He believes that preserving 

the constitution and its principles of government of the people, by the people, and for the 

people is crucial for India's future stability and progress. 

By not being complacent and actively working to remove obstacles that undermine 

democratic governance, Indians can uphold their responsibility to ensure that independence 

leads to sustained progress and prosperity. This proactive approach, according to the 
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author, is essential to safeguarding the democratic foundations upon which India's 

independence was established. 

Multiple Choice Questions  

1) When did India become an independent country? 

A) 15th August 1947     B) 26th January 1950    C) 2nd October 1948  D) 1st January 1950 

Answer: B) 26th January 1950 

2) What is the author's main concern about India's independence? 

A) Whether India will gain independence    B) Whether India will maintain her independence or 

lose it again      C) Whether India will become a monarchy    D) Whether India will become a 

global superpower 

Answer: B) Whether India will maintain her independence or lose it again 

3) How did India lose her independence in the past? 

A) Through natural disasters     B) By being conquered by neighboring countries 

C) By the infidelity and treachery of some of her own people  D) Through economic downfall 

Answer: C) By the infidelity and treachery of some of her own people 

4) Who did Jaichand invite to invade India according to the text? 

A) Mahommed-Bin-Kasim      B) Mahommed Gohri    C) British Empire    D) Sikh Rulers 

Answer: B) Mahommed Gohri   

5) What fills the author with anxiety according to the text? 

A) The possibility of economic downfall     B) The thought of history repeating itself 

C) The emergence of new technological advances   D) The threat of natural disasters 

Answer: B) The thought of history repeating itself 

6) What new challenges does the author believe India will face in addition to old enemies? 

A) Foreign invasions    B) Economic recession   C) Political parties with diverse and opposing 

political creeds  D) Environmental issues 

Answer: C) Political parties with diverse and opposing political creeds 

7) What does the author suggest will jeopardize India's independence? 

A) Natural calamities    B) Economic instability  C) Placing creed above country 

D) Foreign interference 

Answer: C) Placing creed above country 
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8) What is the author’s second concern regarding India's future after January 26, 1950? 

A) Economic growth    B) Maintaining democratic governance  C) Technological advancement  

D) Military strength 

Answer: B) Maintaining democratic governance 

 

9) What does the author say about India's historical knowledge of democracy? 

A) India never had any form of democracy 

B) India has always had absolute monarchies 

C) India was once studded with republics and had elected or limited monarchies 

D) India only recently learned about democracy 

Answer: C) India was once studded with republics and had elected or limited monarchies 

 

10) What does the author compare the Buddhist Bhikshu Sanghas to? 
A) Monarchies    B) Military assemblies    C) Parliaments  D) Religious rituals 

Answer: C) Parliaments 

 

11) Which of the following parliamentary procedures were known to the Buddhist Bhikshu 

Sanghas? 

A) Voting by Ballot     B) Dictatorship    C) Military protocols   D) Economic policies 

Answer: A) Voting by Ballot 

 

12) What is the author's concern about the future of democracy in India? 

A) It will lead to economic instability    B) It will be replaced by dictatorship 

C) It will result in civil war     D) It will be abandoned for a theocratic system 

Answer: B) It will be replaced by dictatorship 

 

13) According to the author, what must we do to maintain democracy in fact, not just in 

form? 

A) Use revolutionary methods   B) Follow constitutional methods   C) Rely on civil disobedience 

D) Support non-cooperation 

Answer: B) Follow constitutional methods 

 

14) What does the author refer to as "the Grammar of Anarchy"? 

A) Constitutional methods   B) Bloody revolution, civil disobedience, non-cooperation, and 

satyagraha    C) Parliamentary procedures  D) Peaceful protests 

Answer: B) Bloody revolution, civil disobedience, non-cooperation, and satyagraha 

 

15) What caution does John Stuart Mill give regarding democracy? 

A) To always trust great leaders    B) To lay liberties at the feet of great men 

C) Not to trust anyone with power that can subvert institutions                                                                       

D) To follow the path of devotion or hero-worship 

Answer: C) Not to trust anyone with power that can subvert institutions 

 

16) What does the author believe is necessary for political democracy to last? 

A) Economic stability     B) Religious unity    C) Social democracy    D) Hero-worship 

Answer: C) Social democracy 
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17) What does social democracy mean according to the text? 
A) A society based on wealth      B) A way of life recognizing liberty, equality, and fraternity 

C) A political system with multiple parties     D) A society with complete freedom 

Answer: B) A way of life recognizing liberty, equality, and fraternity 

 

18) Why is it important not to separate liberty, equality, and fraternity? 

A) They are individual goals         B) They are unrelated to democracy 

C) Divorcing one from the other defeats the purpose of democracy                                                          

D) They function independently 

Answer: C) Divorcing one from the other defeats the purpose of democracy 

 

19) What contradiction does the author mention about India's social and economic life? 

A) Equality in politics but inequality in social and economic life                                                   

B) Complete absence of liberty 

C) Fraternity being the only principle recognized 

D) Equal wealth distribution 

Answer: A) Equality in politics but inequality in social and economic life 

 

20) What does fraternity mean according to the text? 
A) A competitive spirit among citizens 

B) A sense of common brotherhood of all Indians 

C) Economic equality      D) Individual achievement 

Answer: B) A sense of common brotherhood of all Indians 

 

21) What was the American Protestant Episcopal Church occupied with at its triennial 

Convention? 

A) Electing new leaders    B) Revising its liturgy      C) Discussing economic policies 

D) Planning social events 

Answer: B) Revising its liturgy 

 

22) What phrase did an eminent New England divine propose for the prayer? 

A) "O Lord, bless our nation"       B) "O Lord, bless our people" 

C) "O Lord, bless these United States"       D) "O Lord, bless our unity" 

Answer: A) "O Lord, bless our nation" 

 

23) Why was the phrase "O Lord, bless our nation" objected to by the laity? 

A) It was considered too lengthy    B) It implied too definite a recognition of national unity 

C) It was not religious enough     D) It was too vague 

Answer: B) It implied too definite a recognition of national unity 

 

24) What does the author suggest is challenging for Indians, based on the story? 

A) Achieving economic prosperity         B) Feeling a sense of national unity 

C) Adopting new religious practices       D) Revising liturgical texts 

Answer: B) Feeling a sense of national unity 
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25) What expression did politically minded Indians prefer over "the people of India"? 

A) "The Indian society"     B) "The Indian nation"    C) "The Indian community" 

D) "The Indian state" 

Answer: B) "The Indian nation" 

 

26) According to the author, what prevents India from being a nation in the social and 

psychological sense? 

A) Economic issues     B) Political instability    C) Caste divisions    D) Lack of education 

Answer: C) Caste divisions 

 

27) What does the author suggest is necessary for India to become a true nation? 

A) Overcoming caste divisions         B) Increasing economic growth 

C) Adopting new technologies          D) Reforming the education system 

Answer: A) Overcoming caste divisions 

 

28) What does the author warn against that could lead to a day of disaster for India? 

A) Economic collapse     B) Class struggle or class war     C) Foreign invasion 

D) Environmental degradation 

Answer: B) Class struggle or class war 

 

29) What does the author say independence has thrown on India? 
A) Economic challenges   B) Great responsibilities    C) Cultural changes                                                

D) Technological advancements 

Answer: B) Great responsibilities 

 

30) Who will Indians have to blame if things go wrong after independence? 

A) The British     B) Foreign powers     C) Themselves     D) Their neighbors 

Answer: C) Themselves 

 

31) What new ideologies are moving people, according to the author? 

A) Interest in Government by the people 

B) Desire for Governments for the people, regardless of whether they are by the people 

C) Traditional beliefs  D) Economic reforms 

Answer: B) Desire for Governments for the people, regardless of whether they are by the 

people 

 

32) What does the author suggest is necessary to preserve the Constitution? 
A) Adopting new technologies 

B) Recognizing and removing evils that make people prefer Government for the people over 

Government by the people 

C) Increasing military strength  ) Strengthening cultural heritage 

Answer: B) Recognizing and removing evils that make people prefer Government for the 

people over Government by the people      
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3. Eight Rupees- Murli Melwani 

(Murli Melwani is a Sindhi businessman who lived in Taiwan for twenty-five years, during 

which time he travelled to a number of countries around the world to book orders for his 

export company. An ex-professor of English Literature at Sankerdev College, Shillong, 

Murli Melwani has a PhD in English Literature, and is the author of two collections of short 

stories, two of literary criticism and a play, which have been well received by critics. He also 

runs a website that serves as an archival database for collections of short stories written in 

English by Indians. Now semi-retired from business, Murli Melwani lives with his wife Mona 

in Foster City, USA, where he continues to write, and tries to stay in close touch with his 

family and friends near or far. 

Eight Rupeez is story of an Indian boy trying to make it in life. Hinduism rests on the foundation 

of karma, dharma and samsara. In order for society to function, each person and thing must perform 

its dharma, that is, perform its appropriate role or function. If people perform their dharma, they 

build good karma and, in the cycle of reincarnation known as samsara, they will experience better 

lives in the future. Hindus seek three other goals during their lives. These goals are pleasure 

(kama), wealth and power (artha), and release from samsara (moksha). Discuss this story in these 

contexts.)  

 

 

Text  

It was nine o'clock. The boy, thin and small, lumbered up the steps of the many- storied 

mansion. He stopped at each floor to survey the doors of all the rooms. The shirt he wore was 

tattered and his skin showed through it. The pockets of his dirty shorts bulged with the weight of 

something in them. 

           On one of the top floors a door, with a bigger and brighter nameplate than any other door 

in the mansion, caught his attention. The boy stood staring at it a long time. Finally, moving a 

few yards away and sitting down on the floor, he kept an eye on it. 

People were coming out of the apartments and going down the stops. The boy studied each 

thoroughly. After about half an hour the door with the bigger and brighter nameplate opened and 

a tall, rather well-dressed man came out.  

          The boy sprang up, pulled out two tins of boot polish from one pocket and a brush from 

the other and intercepting the man said, "Shoe-shine, Sahib." 

The man looked at his shoes and said, "I don't need one now. Not for another two days." 

The boy's countenance fell. He showed that he was disappointed. 

"I'll charge you half the market rate, sir." 

The man smiled, "It's not a question of money." 
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"I'll make you shoes shine like silver." The man refused. But the boy persisted. Finally the man 

agreed. 

"Thank you, " the boy said, his face lighting up. 

"But where's your footrest?" 

"I haven't got one, sahib. I'll buy one some day. When I've saved enough." 

Agilely, the boy lowered himself, crossed his legs and slapping one of knees sharply, said, "Put 

your foot here." The knee looked tender and the man hesitated before putting his foot on it. 

"What happened to your footrest? Broke it? Lost it?" 

"I never had one. Can't afford one, with a mother and three sisters to support, and earnings being 

what they are." 

He put the polish with rapid little stabs of his forefinger, then spread it all over with energetic 

circular strokes of his finger tips. 

"Am I not an expert?" the boy asked as he worked looking up into the man's face. He had bright 

elongated eyes, strikingly set off by his smooth chocolate brown skin. The man looked down at 

the boy's fluttering hand and said, "Yes 

"Wish I had a box and a footrest. So that my sisters could at least go to school." 

"They don't go to school?" 

"I'm the only one in the family who earns. The others are too young." 

"What about your father?" 

"He left us about six months back. Didn't tell us where he was going. Used to drink a lot." 

A few quick strokes of the brush to and fro, and the shoe was glistening. 

"The other foot, please." 

"Have you tried to save?" 

"I have. But it's impossible with so many to support. And I don't want to beg or steal." 

A pause followed, the silence broken only by the rapid tapping of passing feet. 

"Sometimes when I start thinking, I feel I'll go mad." He spoke in a low, silky voice, as if talking 

to himself. 

"My sisters are growing up. One of these days I'll have to marry them off. For where am I going 

to get them dowries? Will they have to remain unmarried for ever?" 

"How old are you?" 
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"Sixteen." 

"You talk like a grown-up." 

The boy smiled, and his smile was painful. 

"How much do a box and a footrest cost?" 

"Readymade ones, six rupees. Eight rupees if you order. I'd like to have mine made." 

"You can't save that much?" 

The boy did not say anything, only crinkled his smooth face into a pale shadow of a smile. The 

man looked away. 

By now the people were moving in a thick stream towards the stairs, but none paid any attention 

to the boy and the man. 

After some time the man said, "Stop charging half. Why do you charge half?" 

"Because I want more customers," the boy said quietly. "That's also why I go from house to 

house. If I sat on the footpath like the other shoe-shine boys, I'd earn practically nothing." 

Adding a moment later, "Your shoes are finished." 

The man removed his foot from the boy's knee. 

"Satisfied?" 

"Absolutely." 

As the man put his hand into his pocket, evidently to bring out the money, the boy hesitatingly 

said, "Would you--er--er--mind if I say something 

"Go ahead." 

"Could you," the boy said, eyes fixed on the ground, "lend me eight rupees. I'll return them as 

soon as I can. I'm ashamed of asking, but you seem . . ." he choked and could not go on. 

A smile broke on the man's face. "Don't worry about paying me." 

"No. No. Then I won't take the money. Just pay me for the shoe-shine. Twenty- five naye paise. 

Full charge - since you want to pay it." 

The man took his purse and drew out a ten rupee note. "Here, take this." Then half seriously, he 

added: "Pay me whenever you like. After a year or five years." 

"Returning eight rupees will be hard enough. Don't make things harder for me." 

"And if I say I haven't any change?" 

"Then I won't take anything." 
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"All right," the man said as he pushed the ten rupee note into the purse and pulled out a few one 

rupee ones. He counted eight and held them out to the boy. 

"Thank you very much, sahib." the boy said taking the money. "You've done me a great favour." 

The man did not remember to have seen a warmer smile than the one the boy gave to him now. 

He could not help the smile that came to his lips. 

"Tell me your name, sahib." The man told him, then asked him his. The boy obliged him. 

"And is this where you live?" He pointed towards the door. The man nodded and began to walk 

away. 

"Sahib," the boy called after him. 

"You've forgotten to pay me for the shoe-shine." 

"Oh," the man said, a broad smile across his face, and stopped. Then, after paying the boy, with 

the pleased-as-Punch smile still across his face, he disappeared down the stairs. 

As the boy stood holding the notes, he was sure that a day which had started so well would 

certainly bring him more than the sixty-four rupees he had earned the previous day, which was 

the biggest amount he had ever earned on any day in any of the cities he had been to so far. 

(https://asiasociety.org/eight-rupees)  

 

 

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)  

 

1) What time was it at the beginning of the story? 

a) Eight o'clock         b) Nine o'clock       c) Ten o'clock     d) Eleven o'clock 

Answer: b) Nine o'clock 

 

2) How is the boy described in the story? 

a) Tall and strong      b) Thin and small      c) Short and fat    d) Medium height and average build 

Answer: b) Thin and small 

 

3)  What was the condition of the boy's shirt? 

a) Clean and new     b) Tattered and his skin showed through it    c) Dirty but intact 

d) Bright and colorful 

Answer: b) Tattered and his skin showed through it 

 

4) What caught the boy's attention on one of the top floors? 

a) A large window       b) A bright light     c) A door with a bigger and brighter nameplate 

d) A loud noise 

Answer: c) A door with a bigger and brighter nameplate 

 

 

https://asiasociety.org/eight-rupees
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5) What did the boy have in his pockets? 

a) Candy and toys       b) Money and keys     c) Two tins of boot polish and a brush 

d) Stones and marbles 

Answer: c) Two tins of boot polish and a brush 

 

6) What did the boy offer to do for the man? 

a) Clean his car       b) Shine his shoes      c) Carry his bags     d) Fetch water 

Answer: b) Shine his shoes 

 

7) How much did the boy initially offer to charge for his service? 

a) Twice the market rate      b) Half the market rate    c) The full market rate    d) For free 

Answer: b) Half the market rate 

 

8) Why did the boy say he didn't have a footrest? 

a) He lost it         b) He broke it      c) He couldn't afford one     d) He forgot to bring it 

Answer: c) He couldn't afford one 

 

9) Who did the boy say he was supporting with his earnings? 

a) His father and brothers     b) His mother and three sisters    c) His grandparents 

d) His friends 

Answer: b) His mother and three sisters 

 

10) What did the boy want to save money for? 

a) A new shirt     b) A box and a footrest     c) A bicycle    d) School fees 

Answer: b) A box and a footrest 

 

11) How much did the boy say a box and a footrest would cost if ordered? 

a) Six rupees       b) Eight rupees      c) Ten rupees     d) Twelve rupees 

Answer: b) Eight rupees 

 

12) How old did the boy say he was? 

a) Twelve     b) Fourteen     c) Sixteen    d) Eighteen 

Answer: c) Sixteen 

 

13) What did the man offer the boy instead of payment for the shoe-shine? 

a) Food       b) New clothes     c) Eight rupees as a loan    d) A place to stay 

Answer: c) Eight rupees as a loan 

 

14) How did the boy react when the man offered him the money as a gift? 

a) He refused to take it    b) He accepted it happily    c) He ran away    d) He cried 

Answer: a) He refused to take it 

 

15) What did the boy hope for at the end of the story? 

a) To find his father     b) To earn more than the previous day    c) To buy new clothes 

d) To move to another city 

Answer: b) To earn more than the previous day 
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Short Answer Questions 

1) Why does the boy wear tattered clothes? 

The boy wears tattered clothes because he is poor and cannot afford better ones. His family's 

financial situation is dire, with him being the sole earner supporting his mother and three sisters. 

His earnings are not enough to buy new clothes. 

 

2) What catches the boy's attention on one of the top floors? 

On one of the top floors, the boy notices a door with a bigger and brighter nameplate than any 

other door in the mansion. He stands and stares at it for a long time before sitting down nearby to 

watch it. 

 

3) Why does the boy want to buy a box and a footrest? 

The boy wants to buy a box and a footrest to improve his shoe-shining business. With these 

tools, he hopes to attract more customers and earn more money, which would help him support 

his family and possibly allow his sisters to go to school. 

 

4) How does the boy react when the man refuses his shoe-shine service initially? 

The boy is disappointed when the man initially refuses his shoe-shine service. He shows his 

disappointment and tries to persuade the man by offering to charge half the market rate and 

promising to make the shoes shine like silver. 

 

 

5) What does the man do after the boy asks for a loan of eight rupees? 

After the boy asks for a loan of eight rupees, the man smiles and tells the boy not to worry about 

paying him back. He then gives the boy eight rupees, which makes the boy extremely grateful. 

The man also pays the boy for the shoe-shine service. 

                                              __________________________ 

 

 

4)     THE GIFT OF THE MAGI 

by O. Henry 

 
William Sydney Porter (September 11, 1862 – June 5, 1910), better known by his pen name                            

O. Henry, was an American writer known primarily for his short stories, though he also wrote poetry and 

non-fiction. His works include "The Gift of the Magi", "The Duplicity of Hargraves", and "The Ransom of 

Red Chief", as well as the novel Cabbages and Kings. Porter's stories are known for 

their naturalist observations, witty narration, and surprise endings. 

Born in Greensboro, North Carolina, Porter worked at his uncle's pharmacy after finishing school 

and became a licensed pharmacist at age 19. In March 1882, he moved to Texas, where he initially lived 

on a ranch, and later settled in Austin, where he met his first wife, Athol Estes Roach. While working as 

a drafter for the Texas General Land Office, Porter began developing characters for his short stories. He 

later worked for the First National Bank of Austin, where he wrote The Rolling Stone weekly in newspapers. 
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After moving to Houston in 1895, he was charged with embezzlement stemming from an audit of the bank 

and fled to Honduras before trial. During his stay in Honduras, he began writing Cabbages and Kings, 

which originated the term "banana republic". Porter surrendered to U.S. authorities when he learned his 

wife was dying from tuberculosis, and he cared for her until her death in July 1897. He began his five-year 

prison sentence in March 1898 at the Ohio Penitentiary, where he served as a night druggist. Porter wrote 

14 stories from prison under various pseudonyms, one being O. Henry. 

Released from prison early for good behavior, Porter moved to Pittsburgh to be with his daughter 

Margaret before relocating to New York City, where he wrote 381 short stories. He married once more to 

Sarah (Sallie) Lindsey Coleman before she left him in 1909. Porter died on June 5, 1910, after years of 

deteriorating health. Porter's legacy includes the O. Henry Award, an annual prize awarded to outstanding 

short stories. 

 “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry is a touching short story about a young couple, Jim and Della, 

who are deeply in love but very poor. As Christmas approaches, both wish to give each other a special gift. 

Della sells her long, beautiful hair to a wig maker to buy a platinum fob chain for Jim's prized pocket watch. 

Meanwhile, Jim sells his watch to buy a set of combs for Della's hair. When they exchange gifts, they 

realize the irony and sacrifice each made out of love: Jim no longer has the watch for the chain, and Della's 

hair is too short for the combs. Despite this, they recognize that their mutual sacrifices are the greatest gifts 

of all, symbolizing their profound love and selflessness. The story concludes by highlighting the wisdom 

and love inherent in their acts, comparing them to the Magi, the wise gift-givers of the Christmas story. 

____________ 

 
Text 

Passage 1 

 One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it was in pennies. 

Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and 

the butcher until one's cheeks burned with the silent imputation of parsimony that such 

close dealing implied. Three times Della counted it. One dollar and eighty- seven cents. 

And the next day would be Christmas. 

 There was clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and howl. 

So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is made up of sobs, sniffles, 

and smiles, with sniffles predominating. 

 While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first stage to the 

second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8 per week. It did not exactly beggar 
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description, but it certainly had that word on the lookout for the mendicancy squad. 

 In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter would go, and an electric 

button from which no mortal finger could coax a ring. Also appertaining thereunto was a 

card bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.” 

 The "Dillingham" had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity 

when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the income was shrunk to 

$20, though, they were thinking seriously of contracting to a modest and unassuming D. 

But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home and reached his flat above he was 

called "Jim" and greatly hugged by Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already introduced to 

you as Della. Which is all very good. 

Short Answer Questions based on the passage.  

1. How much money did Della have for Christmas, and how did she save it?  

Della had one dollar and eighty-seven cents for Christmas. She saved sixty cents of it in pennies 

by bargaining hard with the grocer, vegetable man, and butcher. This persistent bargaining made 

her feel embarrassed. Despite her efforts, it was a small amount. 

2. What did Della do after realizing how much money she had? 

After realizing she only had one dollar and eighty-seven cents, Della counted the money three 

times. She felt despair because Christmas was the next day and she wanted to buy a gift for Jim. 

Overwhelmed by her feelings, she flopped down on the shabby couch. She then cried, feeling 

hopeless about her situation. 

3. What does the narrator say about life after describing Della's reaction? 

The narrator reflects on life, saying it is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles. According to the 

narrator, sniffles are the most common. This reflection comes after Della's emotional reaction to 

her small savings. It emphasizes the challenges and emotional ups and downs people face. 

4. How does the narrator describe Della and Jim's home? 

Della and Jim's home is described as a furnished flat costing $8 per week. It is modest and shabby, 

implying a low-income household. The flat is not in good condition, almost as if it needed help. 

This description highlights their financial struggles. 

5. What is mentioned about the letter-box and electric button in their home? 

In the vestibule of their building, there is a letter-box that never receives any letters. There is also 
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an electric button that never rings when pressed. These details indicate the neglect and poor 

condition of their living space. It shows how basic amenities are not functioning properly. 

6. What change in income had Mr. James Dillingham Young experienced, and how did it 

affect his name?  

Mr. James Dillingham Young's income had decreased from $30 per week to $20. When he 

earned more, the name "Dillingham" reflected their prosperity. Now, with a lower income, they 

considered shortening his name to just "D." Despite this, at home, Della affectionately called him 

"Jim," and they shared a loving relationship. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Passage 2   

Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. She stood by the 

window and looked out dully at a gray cat walking a gray fence in a gray backyard. 

Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and she had only $1.87 with which to buy Jim a 

present. She had been saving every penny she could for months, with this result. Twenty 

dollars a week doesn't go far. Expenses had been greater than she had calculated. They 

always are. Only $1.87 to buy a present for Jim. Her Jim. Many a happy hour she had spent 

planning for something nice for him. Something fine and rare and sterling--something just 

a little bit near to being worthy of the honor of being owned by Jim. 

 There was a pier-glass between the windows of the room. Perhaps you have seen a 

pier-glass in an $8 flat. A very thin and very agile person may, by observing his reflection 

in a rapid sequence of longitudinal strips, obtain a fairly accurate conception of his looks. 

Della, being slender, had mastered the art. 

 Suddenly she whirled from the window and stood before the glass. her eyes were 

shining brilliantly, but her face had lost its color within twenty seconds. Rapidly she pulled 

down her hair and let it fall to its full length. 

 Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which they 

both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold watch that had been his father's and his 
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grandfather's. The other was Della's hair. Had the queen of Sheba lived in the flat across 

the airshaft, Della would have let her hair hang out the window some day to dry just 

to depreciate Her Majesty's jewels and gifts. Had King Solomon been the janitor, with all 

his treasures piled up in the basement, Jim would have pulled out his watch every time he 

passed, just to see him pluck at his beard from envy. 

 So now Della's beautiful hair fell about her rippling and shining like a cascade of 

brown waters. It reached below her knee and made itself almost a garment for her. And 

then she did it up again nervously and quickly. Once she faltered for a minute and stood 

still while a tear or two splashed on the worn red carpet.  

Short Answer Questions based on the passage.   

1. Why was Della feeling sad at the beginning? 

Della was feeling sad because she only had $1.87 to buy a Christmas present for her 

husband, Jim. She had been saving money for months but still didn't have enough. Their 

weekly income of $20 was not sufficient to cover their expenses. She wanted to buy 

something special for Jim but felt disheartened by her limited funds. 

2. What did Della see when she looked out the window? 

When Della looked out the window, she saw a gray cat walking on a gray fence in a gray 

backyard. The grayness outside matched her dull mood. It was a bleak and colorless scene 

that reflected her feelings. The gray setting emphasized the somber tone of the moment. 

3. What two possessions did Jim and Della take pride in? 

Jim and Della took pride in two possessions: Jim's gold watch and Della's long, beautiful 

hair. Jim's watch had been passed down from his father and grandfather, making it a 

cherished family heirloom. Della's hair was so stunning that it could rival the treasures of 

royalty. 

4. How did Della feel about her hair, and what did she do with it in the text? 

Della felt very proud of her long, beautiful hair, which she considered one of her most 

precious possessions. In the text, she let her hair down to its full length, revealing its beauty 
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as it reached below her knee and looked like a garment. After admiring it, she quickly did 

it up again, feeling a mix of pride and sadness. 

5. What did Della realize about her savings for Jim's present? 

Della realized that her savings of $1.87 were not enough to buy a meaningful present for 

Jim. Despite saving every penny she could for months, the expenses they faced were 

greater than she had expected. She felt disappointed and frustrated because she wanted to 

buy something fine and rare for Jim but didn't have enough money. 

6. Why did Della's eyes shine brilliantly at one point in the text? 

Della's eyes shone brilliantly because she suddenly had an idea. Despite her limited 

funds, she was determined to find a way to buy a special gift for Jim. Her determination 

and love for Jim gave her a moment of excitement and hope. This brilliance in her eyes 

contrasted with her pale face, showing her intense emotions. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Passage 3   

 On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a whirl of skirts and 

with the brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down the stairs to 

the street.  

 Where she stopped the sign read: "Mne. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds." One 

flight up Della ran, and collected herself, panting. Madame, large, too white, chilly, hardly 

looked the "Sofronie." 

"Will you buy my hair?" asked Della. 

"I buy hair," said Madame. "Take yer hat off and let's have a sight at the looks of it." 

Down rippled the brown cascade. 

"Twenty dollars," said Madame, lifting the mass with a practised hand. 

"Give it to me quick," said Della. 

Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the hashed metaphor. She was 

ransacking the stores for Jim's present. 
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Short Answer Questions based on the passage.  

1. What did Della do after putting on her old brown jacket and hat? 

Della left her home with excitement, her eyes sparkling. She quickly went down the stairs 

and out to the street. She was determined and in a hurry, with her skirts whirling around 

her. She headed straight to a shop with a sign that read "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of 

All Kinds." 

2. What was the sign on the shop where Della stopped? 

The sign on the shop where Della stopped read "Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All 

Kinds." This indicated that the shop dealt in various types of hair products. Della knew 

this was where she could sell her hair. The sign gave her hope for getting money to buy 

Jim's present. 

3. Describe Madame Sofronie's appearance. 

Madame Sofronie was large, very pale, and had a chilly demeanor. She didn't quite fit the 

elegant image that her name might suggest. Her appearance was somewhat intimidating 

to Della. Despite her appearance, she was a professional in her trade. 

4. What did Della ask Madame Sofronie, and what was her response? 

Della asked Madame Sofronie if she would buy her hair. Madame Sofronie responded 

affirmatively, saying, "I buy hair." She then instructed Della to take off her hat so she 

could see her hair. Madame Sofronie assessed Della's hair with a practiced hand. 

5. How much did Madame Sofronie offer Della for her hair? 

Madame Sofronie offered Della twenty dollars for her hair. She determined this amount 

after examining the mass of Della's hair. The offer was made quickly and confidently. 

Della immediately agreed to the price. 

6. What did Della do after selling her hair? 

After selling her hair, Della felt a sense of urgency and excitement. She spent the next 

two hours searching through stores to find the perfect present for Jim. Her happiness and 

anticipation made the time feel as though it passed quickly. Della was determined to find 

something special for her beloved husband.  
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Passage 4   

 She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else. There was no 

other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all of them inside out. It was a 

platinum fob chain simple and chaste in design, properly proclaiming its value by 

substance alone and not by meretricious ornamentation--as all good things should do. It 

was even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she knew that it must be Jim's. It 

was like him. Quietness and value--the description applied to both. Twenty-one dollars 

they took from her for it, and she hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his 

watch Jim might be properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch 

was, he sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather strap that he used in 

place of a chain. 

 When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to prudence and reason. 

She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas and went to work repairing the ravages 

made by generosity added to love. Which is always a tremendous task, dear friends--a 

mammoth task. 

 Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close-lying curls that made 

her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy. She looked at her reflection in the mirror 

long, carefully, and critically. 

 "If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, "before he takes a second look at me, 

he'll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl. But what could I do--oh! what could I do 

with a dollar and eighty- seven cents?" 

Short Answer Questions based on the passage.  

1. What did Della finally find for Jim, and why was it perfect for him? 

Della finally found a platinum fob chain for Jim's watch. It was perfect because it was 

simple and elegant, just like Jim. It didn't need any flashy decorations to show its value, 

which matched Jim's quiet and valuable nature. Della knew immediately that it was the 

right gift for him. 
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2. How much did the platinum fob chain cost, and how much money did Della have 

left afterward? 

The platinum fob chain cost Della twenty-one dollars. After buying it, she had only 87 

cents left. She had saved up and sacrificed to get the perfect gift for Jim. Despite having 

little money left, she was happy with her purchase. 

3. Why did Jim sometimes look at his watch on the sly? 

Jim sometimes looked at his watch on the sly because it was attached to an old leather 

strap instead of a proper chain. Even though the watch was grand and valuable, the worn 

strap made it less impressive. The new platinum fob chain would allow him to check the 

time confidently in any company. Della wanted to give him something that matched the 

dignity of his watch. 

4. What did Della do to her hair after returning home? 

After returning home, Della used curling irons and lit the gas to style her hair. She 

worked hard to fix the damage caused by cutting her hair to sell it. Within forty minutes, 

she had transformed her hair into tiny, close-lying curls. The new hairstyle made her look 

like a truant schoolboy, which worried her. 

5. How did Della feel when she looked at her reflection after curling her hair? 

When Della looked at her reflection after curling her hair, she felt a mix of emotions. She 

examined herself long, carefully, and critically. She was worried about how Jim would 

react to her new look. She thought he might be shocked at first but hoped he would 

understand why she did it. 

6. What did Della say to herself about Jim's possible reaction? 

Della said to herself that if Jim didn't kill her before taking a second look, he might say she 

looked like a Coney Island chorus girl. She was anxious about his reaction to her drastically 

changed appearance. However, she felt she had no other choice with only $1.87 left. She 

hoped Jim would see the love and sacrifice behind her decision. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Passage 5   

 At 7 o'clock the coffee was made and the frying-pan was on the back of the stove 

hot and ready to cook the chops. 

 Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat on the corner of 

the table near the door that he always entered. Then she heard his step on the stair away 

down on the first flight, and she turned white for just a moment. She had a habit for saying 

little silent prayer about the simplest everyday things, and now she whispered: "Please God, 

make him think I am still pretty." 

 The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin and very serious. 

Poor fellow, he was only twenty-two--and to be burdened with a family! He needed a new 

overcoat and he was without gloves. 

 Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a setter at the scent of quail. His eyes 

were fixed upon Della, and there was an expression in them that she could not read, and it 

terrified her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of the 

sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her fixedly with that peculiar 

expression on his face. 

 Della wriggled off the table and went for him. 

"Jim, darling," she cried, "don't look at me that way. I had my hair cut off and sold because 

I couldn't have lived through Christmas without giving you a present. It'll grow out again-

-you won't mind, will you? I just had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say `Merry 

Christmas!' Jim, and let's be happy. You don't know what a nice-- what a beautiful, nice 

gift I've got for you." 

"You've cut off your hair?" asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not arrived at that patent 

fact yet even after the hardest mental labor. 

"Cut it off and sold it," said Della. "Don't you like me just as well, anyhow? I'm me without 

my hair, ain't I?" 

Jim looked about the room curiously. 

"You say your hair is gone?" he said, with an air almost of idiocy. 

"You needn't look for it," said Della. "It's sold, I tell you--sold and gone, too. It's Christmas 
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Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered," 

she went on with sudden serious sweetness, "but nobody could ever count my love for you. 

Shall I put the chops on, Jim?" 

Short Answer Questions based on the passage.   

What was Della doing at 7 o'clock? 

At 7 o'clock, Della had made coffee and prepared the frying pan on the stove, ready to 

cook the chops. She was waiting for Jim to come home. Della sat on the corner of the 

table near the door, holding the fob chain she had bought for him. She was nervous but 

hopeful about his reaction. 

 

2. What did Della whisper to herself when she heard Jim's steps? 

When Della heard Jim's steps on the stairs, she whispered a little prayer to herself. She 

said, "Please God, make him think I am still pretty." She was anxious about how Jim 

would react to her cutting her hair. Della hoped he would still find her attractive and 

understand her sacrifice. 

3. How did Jim look when he entered the room? 

When Jim entered the room, he looked thin and very serious. He was only twenty-two but 

burdened with the responsibilities of a family. He needed a new overcoat and was 

without gloves, highlighting their financial struggles. His serious expression showed his 

weariness and concern. 

4. What was Jim's reaction when he saw Della? 

Jim stopped inside the door and stared at Della with a peculiar expression that she 

couldn't read. It wasn't anger, surprise, disapproval, or horror, but it terrified her. He was 

immovable and just looked at her fixedly. His reaction was unexpected and confusing for 

Della. 

5. What did Della explain to Jim about her hair? 

Della explained to Jim that she had cut off and sold her hair because she wanted to buy 
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him a Christmas present. She assured him that her hair would grow back quickly and 

hoped he wouldn't mind. Della emphasized her love and sacrifice, saying she couldn't live 

through Christmas without giving him a gift. She tried to make him understand her 

decision. 

6. How did Della express her love for Jim at the end of the text? 

At the end of the text, Della expressed her love for Jim by saying that maybe the hairs on 

her head were numbered, but no one could ever count her love for him. She asked him to 

be good to her, as she had sold her hair for him. She then offered to put the chops on, 

showing her desire to move past the tension and enjoy Christmas Eve together. Della's 

words highlighted her deep affection and commitment to Jim. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Passage 6 

 Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his Della. For ten 

seconds let us regard with discreet scrutiny some inconsequential object in the other 

direction. Eight dollars a week or a million a year--what is the difference? A mathematician 

or a wit would give you the wrong answer. The magi brought valuable gifts, but that was 

not among them. This dark assertion will be illuminated later on. 

Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it upon the table. 

"Don't make any mistake, Dell," he said, "about me. I don't think there's anything in the 

way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that could make me like my girl any less. But if 

you'll unwrap that package you may see why you had me going a while at first." 

 White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an ecstatic scream 

of joy; and then, alas! a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wails, necessitating 

the immediate employment of all the comforting powers of the lord of the flat. 

 For there lay The Combs--the set of combs, side and back, that Della had 

worshipped long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise shell, with 

jewelled rims--just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They were expensive 
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combs, she knew, and her heart had simply craved and yearned over them without the least 

hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have adorned the 

coveted adornments were gone. 

 But she hugged them to her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with dim 

eyes and a smile and say: "My hair grows so fast, Jim!" 

 And them Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried, "Oh, oh!" 

 Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him eagerly upon her 

open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash with a reflection of her bright and 

ardent spirit. 

 "Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You'll have to look at the 

time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I want to see how it looks on it." 

 Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his hands under the 

back of his head and smiled. 

 "Dell," said he, "let's put our Christmas presents away and keep 'em a while. They're 

too nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your combs. And 

now suppose you put the chops on." 

 The magi, as you know, were wise men--wonderfully wise men--who brought gifts 

to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of giving Christmas presents. Being wise, 

their gifts were no doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of 

duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish 

children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their 

house. But in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts 

these two were the wisest. O all who give and receive gifts, such as they are wisest. 

Everywhere they are wisest. They are the magi. 

 

Short Answer Questions based on the passage.  

1.  How did Jim react when he came out of his trance? 

Jim quickly woke from his trance and embraced Della. He reassured her by saying that 

nothing like a haircut could make him love her any less. He then took a package from his 
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overcoat pocket and placed it on the table. Jim asked Della to open the package to 

understand his initial reaction. 

2. What was inside the package Jim gave to Della? 

Inside the package Jim gave to Della was a set of combs she had long admired in a 

Broadway window. They were beautiful tortoise shell combs with jeweled rims. Della had 

always wanted them but never thought she could afford them. Despite cutting her hair, she 

was ecstatic to receive them. 

3. Why did Della react with both joy and tears upon seeing the combs? 

Della reacted with joy because she had always wanted the beautiful combs. However, she 

quickly became tearful because she had cut off her hair, which would have adorned the 

combs. The combs were a cherished dream, but her hair was gone. Her emotional response 

was a mix of happiness and sadness. 

4. What did Della show Jim after receiving the combs, and why? 

After receiving the combs, Della showed Jim the platinum fob chain she had bought for his 

watch. She was excited to give him the gift she had carefully chosen. Della wanted to see 

how the chain would look on Jim's watch. She had sacrificed her hair to buy it and was 

eager for Jim to appreciate it. 

5. What did Jim reveal about his own gift to Della, and what was his suggestion? 

Jim revealed that he had sold his watch to buy the combs for Della. This made their gifts 

ironic and impractical since Della no longer had long hair, and Jim no longer had his watch. 

Jim suggested that they put away their Christmas presents for a while, as they were too 

nice to use immediately. He also asked Della to start cooking the chops. 

6. What does the narrator say about the wisdom of Jim and Della's gift-giving? 

The narrator concludes that, despite their seemingly foolish sacrifices, Jim and Della were 

the wisest gift-givers. Their actions reflected true love and selflessness. They are compared 

to the magi, who invented the art of giving Christmas presents. Their wisdom lay in their 

love and willingness to sacrifice for each other.  
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Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)  

1) How much money did Della have to buy a Christmas present for Jim? 

a) $1.87       b) $20.00      c) $2.50      d) $5.00 

Answer: a) $1.87 

 

2) How did Della save the money? 

a) By working extra hours                          b) By selling her belongings  

c) By saving pennies and bargaining         d) By getting a loan 

Answer: c) By saving pennies and bargaining 

3) What was Della’s reaction to having only $1.87? 

a) She was happy      b) She was indifferent      c) She cried     d) She was angry 

Answer: c) She cried 

 

4) Where did Della and Jim live? 

a) In a luxurious apartment       b) In a furnished flat    c) In a house in the suburbs 

d) In a mansion 

Answer: b) In a furnished flat 

 

5) What were the two prized possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs? 

a) Della’s jewelry and Jim’s car      b) Della’s hair and Jim’s gold watch 

c) Della’s dress and Jim’s shoes      d) Della’s necklace and Jim’s ring 

Answer: b) Della’s hair and Jim’s gold watch 

6) What did Della decide to do to get money for Jim’s present? 

a) Work extra hours      b) Sell her hair     c) Sell her jewelry     d) Borrow money 

Answer: b) Sell her hair 

 

7) How much did Madame Sofronie pay for Della’s hair? 

a) $10       b) $15      c) $20     d) $25 

Answer: c) $20 
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8) What did Della buy for Jim? 

a) A new coat      b) A pair of gloves      c) A platinum fob chain     d) A hat 

Answer: c) A platinum fob chain 

 

9) How much did Della pay for the fob chain? 

a) $18      b) $19     c) $20     d) $21 

Answer: d) $21 

 

10) What did Jim do to get money for Della’s present? 

a) Worked extra hours     b) Sold his gold watch     c) Borrowed money  d) Sold his shoes 

Answer: b) Sold his gold watch 

11) What did Jim buy for Della? 

a) A necklace        b) A dress      c) A set of combs     d) A bracelet 

Answer: c) A set of combs 

 

12) Why was Della initially worried when Jim came home? 

a) She was late for dinner  b) She lost the money    c) She had cut her hair d) She had 

broken a dish 

Answer: c) She had cut her hair 

 

13) How did Jim react when he saw Della without her hair? 

a) He was angry     b) He was happy    c) He stared at her with a peculiar expression 

d) He laughed 

Answer: c) He stared at her with a peculiar expression 

 

14) What was Jim’s reaction to Della’s gift? 

a) He was disappointed                    b) He was overjoyed                                                                                       

c) He smiled and suggested they keep the presents for later       d) He was indifferent 
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Answer: c) He smiled and suggested they keep the presents for later 

 

15) What is the main theme of the story? 

a) Wealth and luxury       b) Sacrifice and love     c) Greed and jealousy                                     d) 

Adventure and excitement 

Answer: b) Sacrifice and love 

 

16) Why are Della and Jim compared to the Magi? 

a) Because they are wealthy      b) Because they travel far 

c) Because they give wise and selfless gifts       d) Because they are royalty 

Answer: c) Because they give wise and selfless gifts 

 

17) How did Della feel about her new look with short hair? 

a) Proud       b) Embarrassed      c) Indifferent      d) Anxious 

Answer: d) Anxious 

 

18) What did Jim need a new overcoat for? 

a) To stay warm in winter      b) For his job     c) For a party    d) To impress Della 

Answer: a) To stay warm in winter 

 

19) What does the story imply about material possessions and love? 

a) Material possessions are more important than love 

b) Love is more important than material possessions 

c) Both are equally important     d) Neither is important 

Answer: b) Love is more important than material possessions 

 

20) What is the significance of the title “The Gift of the Magi”? 

a) It refers to the expensive gifts 

b) It symbolizes the wise and selfless acts of giving by Della and Jim 
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c) It refers to the gifts from the three kings   d) It refers to a famous poem 

Answer: b) It symbolizes the wise and selfless acts of giving by Della and Jim 

 

 

 

Unit II : Poetry 

Unit II  Poetry  09 Hours  

 1) Stopping By Woods on A Snowy Evening-Robert Frost   

 2) If - Rudyard Keepling   

 3) Sympathy – P. L. Dunbar   

 4) Father Returning Home – Dilip Chitre   

 

1) Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
By Robert  Frost  

 

 (Robert Frost was an American poet born on March 26, 1874, in San Francisco, 

California. After his father's death when Frost was eleven, his family moved to Lawrence, 

Massachusetts. He developed an interest in reading and writing poetry during high school. 

 Frost attended Dartmouth College for a few months but returned home to work at various 

jobs, including teaching and farming, to support his family. Despite these responsibilities, he 

continued to write poetry. In 1895, he married Elinor Miriam White, and they had six children 

together. 

 His first collection of poems, "A Boy's Will," was published in 1913, followed by "North 

of Boston" in 1914. These works brought him recognition and established him as a significant 

voice in American literature. Known for his depictions of rural New England life, Frost's poetry 

often explored complex social and philosophical themes. 

 Frost received four Pulitzer Prizes for Poetry during his lifetime, a record for any poet. 

Some of his most famous poems include "The Road Not Taken," "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 

Evening," and "Mending Wall." 

 He spent much of his later life teaching and lecturing at various colleges, including 

Amherst College and Harvard University. Robert Frost passed away on January 29, 1963, in 

Boston, Massachusetts, leaving behind a lasting legacy in American poetry.)  

 

 

 

Whose woods these are I think I know.    

His house is in the village though;    

He will not see me stopping here    

To watch his woods fill up with snow.    

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/robert-frost
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My little horse must think it queer    

To stop without a farmhouse near    

Between the woods and frozen lake    

The darkest evening of the year.    

 

He gives his harness bells a shake    

To ask if there is some mistake.    

The only other sound’s the sweep    

Of easy wind and downy flake.    

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,    

But I have promises to keep,    

And miles to go before I sleep,    

And miles to go before I sleep. 

(https://www.owleyes.org/text/gift-magi/read/the-gift-of-the-magi#root-218982-39)  

 

Long Questions of Six Marks 

Discuss the themes and imagery in Robert Frost's poem "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 

Evening." How does the poem capture a moment of peaceful contemplation, and what 

significance does the repeated line at the end hold in relation to the narrator's responsibilities 

and the journey ahead? 

 "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" is a poem by Robert Frost. It describes 

a quiet moment in the woods on a snowy evening. The poem starts with the narrator telling 

us that he knows the person who owns the woods. This person lives in the village, so he 

won't see the narrator stopping to watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 The narrator is traveling with his horse, and they stop to admire the snow-covered 

woods. The scene is peaceful and calm. There is no farmhouse nearby, just the dark, lovely 

woods and the snow gently falling. The only sounds are the soft sweep of the wind and the 

light fall of snowflakes. 

 The narrator's horse finds the stop unusual. It is not normal to stop in the middle of 

the woods, especially on a snowy evening. The horse shakes its harness bells, making a 

little noise, as if to ask if there is some mistake. This sound breaks the silence of the snowy 

evening. 

https://www.owleyes.org/text/gift-magi/read/the-gift-of-the-magi#root-218982-39
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 The narrator reflects on the beauty of the woods. He describes them as "lovely, dark, 

and deep." He feels drawn to the peacefulness and quiet of the scene. However, he quickly 

remembers that he has responsibilities and promises to keep. He cannot stay in the woods, 

no matter how beautiful and calming they are. 

 The poem ends with the narrator repeating the lines, "And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep." These lines are significant because they remind the 

narrator, and the readers, of the duties and journey that lie ahead. Even though the woods 

are a place of peace and escape, the narrator must continue his journey and fulfill his 

responsibilities. 

 The repeated lines emphasize that the narrator has a long way to go and many things 

to do before he can rest. This repetition adds to the feeling of duty and the sense of a journey 

that is not yet complete. The poem captures a moment of quiet contemplation and 

appreciation of nature, but it also highlights the importance of returning to one's 

obligations. 

 Robert Frost uses simple and clear language to describe the scene. The imagery of 

the snowy woods, the silent night, and the gentle sounds of nature create a vivid picture of 

the peaceful moment the narrator experiences. The poem beautifully balances the allure of 

the tranquil woods with the reality of life's demands and responsibilities. 

 In conclusion, "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" is a short and simple 

poem that conveys deep meaning. It describes a moment of peace and beauty in the woods 

on a snowy evening, while also reminding us of the importance of fulfilling our duties and 

continuing our journey in life. The poem's calm and reflective tone, combined with its clear 

and evocative imagery, makes it a memorable and thought-provoking piece of poetry. 

                                                  _____________________ 

2)     If 
BY Rudyard Kip ling  

(Rudyard Kipling was a British author and poet born on December 30, 1865, in Bombay (now 

Mumbai), India. He spent his early years in India, which influenced much of his work. Kipling 

returned to England for schooling but later went back to India to work as a journalist. He gained 

fame for his short stories, poems, and novels. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/rudyard-kipling
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Kipling's most famous works include "The Jungle Book," "Kim," and the poem "If—". He was 

known for his vivid storytelling and deep appreciation of British and Indian cultures. In 1907, he 

became the first English-language writer to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. Despite his 

success, Kipling faced criticism for his imperialist views. He died on January 18, 1936, in London. 

Kipling's works remain popular and continue to be read by people of all ages worldwide.) 

Text  

If you can keep your head when all about you    

    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

    But make allowance for their doubting too;    

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 

    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 

 

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;    

    If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;    

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 

    And treat those two impostors just the same;    

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 

    Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 

    And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools: 

 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings 

    And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 

    And never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 

    To serve your turn long after they are gone,    

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

    Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’ 

 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,    

    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

    If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,    

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,    

    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 

(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46473/if---)  

 
 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46473/if---
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Long Question  

How does Rudyard Kipling’s poem "If—" serve as a guide for personal conduct and 

development, and what are the key qualities and actions he advises to achieve 

maturity and integrity? 

 

 "If—" by Rudyard Kipling is a timeless poem that offers profound advice on how 

to live a fulfilling and honorable life. Written as a series of conditional statements, the 

poem outlines the qualities and actions that one should strive for to achieve maturity, 

integrity, and success. 

 Kipling begins by advising the reader to stay calm and composed, even when others 

around them are losing their composure and blaming them. He emphasizes the importance 

of keeping your head clear and not giving in to anger or fear. Instead, maintain your 

confidence and self-belief, but be humble enough to listen to others without losing your 

own voice. 

 In the second stanza, Kipling encourages dreaming and thinking big, but cautions 

against being consumed by dreams or thoughts alone. He advises to keep a level head 

amidst success and failure, treating both as mere impostors that should not dictate your 

emotions or actions. Remain grounded in reality and practicality, understanding that both 

highs and lows are temporary phases in life. 

 The third stanza focuses on resilience and perseverance in the face of challenges. 

Kipling urges the reader to take risks and face setbacks without giving in to despair or 

defeatism. Even when exhausted and worn out, muster the strength to endure and keep 

pushing forward. He stresses the importance of starting anew when necessary, using 

determination and resilience to rebuild from scratch if needed. 

 In the final stanza, Kipling discusses the importance of integrity and honor in one's 

interactions with others. He advises maintaining your values and principles regardless of 

who you are dealing with—whether they are friends or foes. Keep your integrity intact and 

exhibit self-control in all situations. Use your time wisely and fill every moment with 

purposeful action, always striving to be a better person. 
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 Overall, "If—" serves as a comprehensive guide to navigating life's challenges with 

dignity, integrity, and resilience. It encourages the reader to develop inner strength, moral 

courage, and a steadfast resolve to pursue their goals and ideals. By embodying the 

qualities outlined in the poem—calmness, humility, resilience, integrity, and 

purposefulness—one can lead a fulfilling and honorable life, regardless of the obstacles 

encountered along the way. 

 

3) Sympathy 
By Paul Laurence Dunbar  

I know what the caged bird feels, alas! 

    When the sun is bright on the upland slopes;    

When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass,    

And the river flows like a stream of glass; 

    When the first bird sings and the first bud opes,    

And the faint perfume from its chalice steals— 

I know what the caged bird feels! 

 

I know why the caged bird beats his wing 

    Till its blood is red on the cruel bars;    

For he must fly back to his perch and cling    

When he fain would be on the bough a-swing; 

    And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars    

And they pulse again with a keener sting— 

I know why he beats his wing! 

 

I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 

    When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,— 

When he beats his bars and he would be free; 

It is not a carol of joy or glee, 

    But a prayer that he sends from his heart’s deep core,    

But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings— 

I know why the caged bird sings! 

(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46459/sympathy-56d22658afbc0)  
 

How does Dunbar's depiction of the caged bird's struggle in "Sympathy" reflect the broader 

human desire for freedom and the impact of oppression? 

 "Sympathy" is a poem by Paul Laurence Dunbar that vividly describes the feelings of a 

caged bird. The bird, longing for freedom, beats its wings against the bars of its cage until they 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/paul-laurence-dunbar
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46459/sympathy-56d22658afbc0
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bleed. This painful and desperate struggle symbolizes the yearning for liberty and the suffering 

that comes from being confined. The bird's song is not one of joy but a prayer, a plea for release 

from its bondage. 

 The poem can be interpreted as an allegory for the African American experience during 

Dunbar's time. Just like the caged bird, African Americans were trapped by the constraints of 

racism and oppression. Dunbar's imagery of the bird's suffering and its relentless desire for 

freedom reflects the deep emotional and physical pain endured by those who are denied their rights 

and freedoms. 

 The poem is divided into three stanzas, each highlighting different aspects of the bird's 

plight. In the first stanza, the bird is seen yearning for the beauty of nature, symbolizing a desire 

for freedom and a connection to the world outside the cage. In the second stanza, the bird's struggle 

against the cage is described in graphic detail, emphasizing the physical and emotional toll of its 

confinement. The final stanza focuses on the bird's song, which is a heartfelt plea for liberation 

rather than a melody of happiness. 

 Dunbar's use of vivid imagery and poignant language makes the reader empathize with the 

bird's suffering and understand the profound impact of oppression. The poem ultimately serves as 

a powerful metaphor for the universal struggle for freedom and the human spirit's resilience in the 

face of adversity. 

 

Unit-III English for Competitive Examinations I 

 Noun: 

1) Types of Nouns 

2) Number 

3) Gender 

4) Cases of Nouns 

5) Common Errors in the use of Nouns 

Pronoun: 

1) Types of Pronoun 

2) Common Errors in the use of Pronouns 
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Unit-IV English for Competitive Examinations II 

 Adjective: 

3) Types of Adjectives 

4) Errors in the use of Adjectives 

Adverb: 

1) Types of Adverbs 

2) Errors in the use of Adverbs 

Unit-V English for Competitive Examinations III 

 Verb: 

3) Types of Verbs 

4) Subject Verb Agreement 

Modal Auxiliary Verbs: 

1) Use of Modal Auxiliary Verbs 
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	4)     THE GIFT OF THE MAGI
	by O. Henry
	“The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry is a touching short story about a young couple, Jim and Della, who are deeply in love but very poor. As Christmas approaches, both wish to give each other a special gift. Della sells her long, beautiful hair to a wi...
	____________

	1) Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
	2)     If
	3) Sympathy

